U.S. orders ground assault 


Bush rejects Iraqi a 

Over million soldiers brace for 
biggest battle since World War 


acceptance of Soviet peace proposal 

Iraq threatens to 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE UNITED STATES Satur- 
day rejected Iraq’s acceptance of 
a Soviet proposal to withdraw its 
forces from Kuwait and ordered a 
ground assault against Iraqi 
forces despite last-minute appeals 
from Moscow. 

The U.S. Defence Department 
said President George Bush had 
given final approval for a ground 
assault against Iraqi troops. 

“Clearly, there could be a 
ground war at any point,” a 
senior Defence Department offi- 
cial told reporters as the clock 
ticked past the deadline. 

Mr. Bush expressed “regret” that 
Iraq had not moved to withdraw its 
army before the noon (1700 GMT) 
deadline. “Military action continues 
on schedule and according to plan,” 
Mr. Bush said in a statement issued 
by the White House. 

There was no immediate word on 
when a ground assault would com- 
mence. But white House spokesman 
Marlin Fitzwater said: “The coalition 
forces have no alternative but to 
continue to prosecute the war.” 

In its first official comment after 
deadline had passed, Iraq scorned the 
U.S. ultimatum. Izzat Ibrahim, depu- 
ty chairman of the ruling Revolution- 
rary Command Council, dismissed 
Mr. Bush’s demand as "an aggressive 
ultimatum to which we wiil pay no 
attention.” 

Mr. Fitzwater said Iraq “appears to 
have no intention of complying with 
the U.N. resolutions. Indeed (Iraq’s) 
only response at noon was to launch 
another Scud missile attack on 
Israel.” 

There were no reports of damage 
or injuries in that Scud attack, Israeli 
officials said. 

U.S. officials said they had not 
been able to fully understand last- 
minute diplomatic statement by Iraqi 


officials in Moscow and the United 
Nations. But they said the statements 
clearly did not indicate Iraq’s accept- 
ance of coalition terms. 

A White House statement said 
U.S. commanders had “detected no 
military activity which would indicate 
any withdrawal of (Iraq) from 
Kuwait.” 

“Similarly, there has been no com- 
munication between Iraq and the 
United Nations that would suggest a 
willingness to withdraw under the 
conditions of the coalition plan,” the 
statement said. 

Mr. Fitzwater said Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev told Mr. Bush in 
a phone call Saturday that he had 
asked for a U.N. review of the Soviet 
peace proposal and had also discussed 
the matter with British Prime Minis- 
ter John Major and French President 
Francois Mitterrand. 

Both Mr. Major and Mr. Mitter- 
rand “indicated full support for the 
coalition withdrawal plan,” Fitzwater 
said. 

Mr. Fitzwater reiterated the U.S. 
position that the Soviet-brokered 
peace plan was unacceptable. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz 
had told a news conference in Mos- 
cow earlier Saturday that his govern- 
ment would accept the Soviet propos- 
al, calling for Iraq to completely 
withdraw from Kuwait in 21 days. 

The coalition terms allowed only 
seven days. 

Mr. Fitzwater said Mr. Gorbachev 
called Mr. Bush at 1615 GMT and 
that the two leaders talked for nearly 
half .an hour. 

Iranian and Canadian diplomats, 
quoting Soviet Ambassador Yuli 
Vorontsov at the Security Council, 
said Iraq had responded favourably to 
some of Mr. Bush's conditions for an 
end to the 36-day-old war. 

But Washington stood firmly by its 
demand for an unconditional with- 
drawal from the emirate. 

As darkness fell in the Gulf more 
than a million allied and Iraqi troops 


were lined up in and around Kuwait. 

An allied invasion fleet was mas- 
sing in the northern Gulf. 

A senior French officer said the 
weather would be idea! for an inva- 
sion in the next 48 hours. 

British pilots, quoted by correspon- 
dents in Saudi Arabia, reported an 
eerie calm over Kuwait and hardly 
any movement. Smoke from burning 
oil wells shorouded the fiat desertt 
In the Saudi capital Riyadh, U.S. 
army spokesman Brigadier General 
Richard Neal, accused Iraqi troops in 
Kuwait of grabbing young Kuwaitis 
from the street and summarily execut- 
ing them. 

He also accused Iraqi forces of 
setting fire to 190 of the emirate’s 950 
oil wells in a campaign of destruction. 

Gen. Neal said U.S. miu allied 
planes had carried out a record 1,200 
air sorties in Kuwait and southern 
Iraq, 100 of them against the elite 
Republican Guard, the backbone c 
Iraq’s defences. 

U.S. defence officials in Washing- 
ton said a ground war for control of 
Kuwait would include a surge of 
allied bombing and firepower unseen 
since_ World War II. 

“Earth-shaking,” said one army ; 
officer. “In the final analysis, it will 
be firepower and mobility that carry 
the day.” 

Defence experts have said an inva- 
sion would be spearheaded by 
armoured columns thrusting north- 
ward at separate points from Saudi 
Arabia into both Iraq and Kuwait, 
combined with an amphibious landing 
by U.S. marines on Kuwait from the 
Gulf. 

“I can tell you the (British and 
U.S.) artillery fire this week was a 
drop in the bucket compared to the 
suppression fire to come from the air 
and the ground,” one senior defence 
official said. 

“You can safely say it would be 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
rians (Petra photo) 


Saturday 


with two visiting French : 


Jordan urges continued peace ei 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan Saturday reviewed the situation in the Gulf and 
discussed means of ending the war at a meeting with 
members of the French National Assembly Bernard 
Stasi and Jacques Barrot. 

Discussions also covered prospects for settling all 
problems in the Middle East region, Jordan Television 
said. It said that the Crown Prince reaffirmed Jordan’s 
support for the Soviet peace proposal and said that 
diplomatic efforts should continue towards settling the 
conflict. 

The Crown Prince told the two parliamentarians. 


who represent a centrist group in the Assembly’s 
committee of foreign affairs, that Jordan had been 
exerting efforts from the start to settle the crisis but 
these efforts were aborted. 

In discussing Franco-Jordanian relations, the Crown 
Prince called on France to help establish a security zone 
for the Mediterranean region based on mutual coopera- 
tion and respect for national interests. 

The two parliamentarians, who arrived here Friday 
evening, are expected to leave for Paris Sunday (see 
earlier story on page 3). 


Badrah: Allies push 
Mideast into flames 


(Continued on page 5) 


Soviets unwilling 
to risk U.S. ties 


Combined agency dispatches 

PRESIDENT MIKHAIL Gor- 
bachev appealed to U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush on Saturday to 
delay an allied ground offensive 
against Iraq for one or two days, 
a Soviet government spokesman 
said. 

But the Kremlin made it clear 
that Washington’s rejection of its 
Gulf peace plan and a ground 
offensive by the anti-Iraq coali- 
tion would not endanger U.S.- 
Soviet relations. 

Moscow’s apparent resignation to a 
land war in the Arbian desert fol- 
lowed allied opposition to a Soviet- 
Iraqi initiative that rendered it 
meaningless in the absence of any 
positive reaction from the United 
States. 

And it signalled that President 
Gorbachev was not prepared to put 

his ties with the West at further risk in 

order to head off a ground war, 
despite pressure from Soviet hardlin- 
ers backing Iraq, Moscow's former 
Middle East ally. 

Just hours before the coalition’s 
1700 GMT deadline for the start of an 
Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait, Mr. 
Gorbachev's chief spokesman toid a 
news conference the Kremlin would 
not sacrifice its ties with Washington 
over the Gulf crisis. 

Spokesman Vitaly Ignatenko was 
speaking after Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz announced in Moscow 
that Baghdad accepted the latest 
Soviet proposals for ending the war 
and averting an allied ground offen- 
sive. 

Mr. Ignatenko said President Gor- 
bachev, in a telephone conversation 
on Friday with President Bush, had 
indicated the actions of the U.S.-led 
coalition were in line with the will of 
the world community. 

“President Gorbachev expressed 
deep concern the American people 
had taken on the heavy burden of 
implementing the will of the interna- 
tional community in overcoming its 
serious obstacle to international 
peace, which the Iraqi aggression 
against Kuwait constituted,” he said. 

“No ordeals, (the Soviet) president 
emphasised, could undermine the 
choice taken by the leaders of the two 
countries,” for improved relations. 

“We have a vision of a new world, 
a new policy which we will some day 
arrive at and I believe this day is not 
for away.” 


Mr. Gorbachev also was in contact 
with leaders of the allied coalition and 
others and was pursuing a settlement 
in the Gulf war despite the expiration 
of the U.S. -set deadline, Mr. 
Ignatenko said. 

“I think the attitude of Iraq to- 
wards the ultimatum will be chang- 
ing,” Mr. Ignatenko said. He added 
there were “hints” that the differ- 
ences between the U.S. conditions 
and the Soviet peace plan “were not 
so great.” 

Mr. Ignatenko said Mr. Gor- 
bachev, in the telephone call with Mr. 
Bush, suggested “integrating” the 
Soviet and U.S. proposals and asked 
the American president to delay “by 
one or two days” the ground offen- 
sive against Iraq. Mr. Ignatenko did 
not say how Mr. Bush responded. 

Mr. Ignatenko would not confirm 
that a Soviet diplomat at the United 
Nations had said Iraq responded posi- 
tively in the United Nations to some 
elements of the U.S. ultimatum. 

A U.S. diplomat, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, quoted Soviet 
U.N. Ambassador Yuli Vorontsov as 
telling the Security Council the Iraqis 
“had found favourable elements in 
the American proposal.” 

Earlier Saturday, Mr. Aziz left 
Moscow after two days of meetings 
with Soviet leaders, during which he 
agreed to a six-point Soviet plan to 
end the war. 

As Mr. Aziz left, Mr. Gorbachev 
advised him “to weigh everything, 
and think over what this last stage of j 
the war could bring,” Mr. Ignatenko i 
said earlier in the day. 

Afterwards, Mr. Gorbachev made 
telephone calls to four leaders to 
discuss again the efforts to forestall 
the ground offensive, Mr. Ignatenko 
said. He called Mr. Bush, German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, Japanese 
Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu’ and 
Iranian President Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani. 

The leaders discussed the “new 
character of the situation after agree- 
ment by Iraq for an unconditional 
withdrawal,” he said. 

The Soviet spokesman rejected any 
further diplomatic contacts with Iraq, 
noting that Mr. Aziz had not been 
fully empowered to negotiate a pack- 
age that could meet the coalition’s 
demands. 

“I believe Iraq still has time to act, 
but unfortunately it is not days or 
months, but hours and minutes,” Mr. 
Ignatenko said. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ FIRED a conventionai- 
warheaded missile at Israel Satur- 
day nine minutes before the U.S.- 
imposed deadline passed for 
Baghdad to agree to withdraw 
from Kuwait. No injuries were 
reported, the Israeli army said. 

Air raid sirens wailed at 6:51 
p.m. (1651 GMT) as many 
Israelis were listening to Israel 
Radio count down the last mi- 
nutes before the deadline ex- 
pired. 

Israei Radio had just reported 
on Iraqi government meetings 
when the sirens went off. Radio 
announcers said everyone should 
put on a gas mask and go into 
rooms sealed against the possibil- 
ity of chemical attack. 

A half-hour later, the army 
spokesman, Brigadier-Genera! 
Nachman Shai, said no injuries 
had been caused by the attack. 
He did not release details of 
where the missile hit, but said it 
had been a conventional war- 
head, not a chemical weapon. 

“After investigations it appears 
there are no injuries from the • 
missile fired at us. We don’t know : 
about any damage yet,” an 
emergency radio broadcast said. 

It was the 16th Iraqi missile 
attack on Israel since the Gulf 
war erupted on Jan. 17. 

Previous attacks, which in- 
volved at least 35 Scud missiles, 
have killed four Israelis and 
wounded more than 300. 

All carried conventional war- 
heads. 

The last missile was launched 
against Israel on Feb. 19 and 
caused no casualties or damage. 

Asked if U.S.-supplied Patriot - 
anti-missile missiles had been 
fired to intercept the incoming 
Scud, Gen. Shai said: “It is policy 
not to reveal such information 
that could help Iraq.” 

, The army, citing security con- 
siderations, also declined to say 

(Continued on page 5) 


By las Mackenzie 
’ Reuter 
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AMMAN — The Gulf allies’ 
rejection of a Soviet Gulf peace 
plan and Iraq’s agreement to 
withdraw from Kuwait will set the 
Middle East ablaze. Prime Minis- 
ter Mudar Badran said Saturday. 

In an interview just hours be- 
fore the expiry of a U.S. ultima- 
tum to Iraq to quit Kuwait or face 
a massive offensive, Mr. Badran 
said Baghdad’s acceptance of the 
plan calling for an unconditional 
withdrawal from Kuwait showed 
| it wanted peace. 

Asked about the rejection of 
the revised Soviet proposals by 
Washington and London and 
their insistence on the ultimatum 
to start withdrawing by 1700 
GMT Saturday, he said: 

“This means that the ground 
war will take place and that the 
region wiil be engulfed in flames 
and the victims on either side will 
be much more than anyone can 
imagine. 

“I think 2 t (the Soviet plan) is 
an opportunity which if lost will 


lead to a huge catastrophe.” 
Jordan has condemned Bagh- 
dad’s August 2 takeover of 
Kuwait but has also bitterly criti- 
cised the massive allied air raids 
on Iraq and the deaths of civi- 
lians. 

Mr. Badran said Jordan had 
contacted almost all Arab states 
on the dangers of the war. Am- 
man had also been in touch with a 
number of other countries, in- 
cluding the Soviet Union and 
members of the European Com- 
munity. 

“The acceptance by (Iraqi Fore- 
ign Minister) tareq Aziz has put 
the ball into the allied court, that is 
if the main intention of the allies 
is Iraq’s withdrawal from Kuwait, 
and this has been achieved.” 

The United States said Satur- 
day that Iraq’s acceptance of the 
Soviet proposals had no effect on 
the ultimatum. 

On U.S. demands in its ultima- 
tum that Iraq leave Kuwait in one 
week, the prime minister said 
some military specialists de- 
scribed this as impossible. 

“The principle of withdrawal 


has been endorsed and the U.N. 
Security Council has to supervise 
this withdrawal and place neutral 
forces between the ‘two sides. 

“If the aim is withdrawal from 
Kuwaiti territory, I see no differ- 
ence between one week and three 
weeks, because as is known any 
military pullout from a practical 
point of view is almost impossible 
within one week.” 

Asked what he thought 
Washington’s basic aim was be- 
hind its conditions, Mr. Badran 
said: 

“We in Jordan want peace to 
prevail in the region and this 
withdrawal to occur. If a chance 
is given to the Soviet peace plan, 
the goal of withdrawal will be 
achieved and the aims of the 
Security Council will be achieved. 

“But if the other goal is to put 
military ultimatums, I am certain 
that this war will go on for a long 
time, because it is not logical to 
deal with such methods in this 
form if we are going to achieve 


IRAQI LEADERS Saturday 
scorned the U.S. ultimatum to 
begin a pullout from Kuwait, 
instead saying they might install a 
new “democratic” government to 
replace the emirate’s exiled 
monarchy. 

If a ground war began, the 
military command said, the allies 
would plunge into “a great crater 
of death.” 

The deadline set by U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush for commenc- 
ing withdrawal from Kuwait pas- 
sed without any special 
announcement by Iraq’s state 
radio or news agency. Baghdad 
came under intensified allied air 
bombardment shortly before the 
8 p.m. (1700 GMT) deadline. 

In the first official comment 
after the deadline, Izzat Ibrahim, 
deputy chairman of the ruling 
Revolutionary Command Coun- 
cil (RCC), dismissed Mr. Bush’s 
demand as “an aggressive ul- 
timatum- to which. we will pay no 
attention.” 

“Bush and his allies should 
have toned down their arro- 
gance,” Mr. Irbahim was quoted 
as^teHing the Iraqi- News Agency 

Radio broadcasts throughout 
the day denounced the ultimatum 
and informed listeners that Iraq 
instead had accepted the terms of 
a Soviet peace plan rejected by 
the allies. 

“We are at war and the air and 
land aggression continues,” 
Baghdad Radio quoted Mr. Ibra- 
him as saying. 

Mr. Ibrahim said the only way 
to stop the Gulf war was to accept 
the Soviet peace initiative. 

“There is no way for whoever 
wants to stop the war except to 
support the Soviet initiative,” 
Baghdad Radio quoted him as 


He said President Bush issued 
his ultimatum to divert attention 
from the Soviet initiative. 

The radio leveled a personal 
attack on Mr. Bush, calling him a 
criminal and a madman who had 
tried to bully civilians with his 
warplanes. It said his character 
combined “boyish contrariness 
and cowardly feeble-mindedness.” 

Referring to his ultimatum, the 
radio said Mr. Bush had lost the 
respect of those who listened to 
his “barking, shrieking and hys- 
terics.” 

Baghadad Radio said in a com- 
mentary the U.S. president 
thought that Iraq’s positive re- 
sponse to the Soviet peace initia- 
tive was a result of “his quixotic 
and failed ultimatums and his 
ridiculous threats.’’ 

“But they (the threats) are 
more like cock’s crows, which 
Bush resembles in shape and 
manners,” the radio said. 

“Iraq ridicules Bush’s ultima- 
tums and his impudent threats 
and boasts of its extraordinary 
ethical victory,” it added. 

Official comments seemed to 
indicate Iraq was still counting on 
the Soviet peace plan to settle the 
Gulf war. The RCC had endorsed 
the plan in a statement Friday. 

“Iraq is for peace and is work- 
ing to facilitate the success of the 
Soviet initiative,” the statement 
said. 

The RCC rejected allegations 
that Iraq was destroying Kuwait 
by setting fire to oil installations 
and wrecking its facilities. 

“If the American authorities 
would like to use this pretext to 
justify their aggressive position, 
such a pretext has no grounds,” 
-Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz said 
in Moscow. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Rafsanjani wary 
of Ainericaii plans 


Arafat doubts West will tackle 
Palestinian problem after war 


Reuters 

PALESTINE LIBERATION 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Araf 2 t said Saturday he 
did not believe in Western 
pledges to seek a settlement of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict after the 
Gulf war. 

He also said that the PLO 
might intensify the Palestinian 
uprising in Israeli occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“It has been talked about, but in 
general I have no confidence in words 
or promises,” Mr. Arafat told Reu- 
ters, referring to Western commit- 
ments to address the Palestinian 
issue. 

The United States and its allies in 
the anti-Iraqi coalition have rejected 
Palestinian and Iraqi demands to link 
a military withdrawal from Kuwait to 
an Israeli pullout from the occupied 
territories. 

But some European members of 
the alliance have indicated they 
would favour talks to solve the Arab- 
Israeli conflict after the Gulf crisis 
ends. 

"It must be made dear thai the PLO 
will pursue its struggle until independ- 
ence... a: all levels,” whether by- 
intensification of the intifada in the 
occupied territories or resistance in 


southern Lebanon, Mr. Arafat said. 

He implied he accepted that linking 
an Iraqi and Israeli withdrawal was no 
longer feasible because of the urgency 
of halting the war against Iraq. 

“What is being discussed now in 
Moscow is the first pan of the prob- 
lem regarding Security Council Re- 
solution 660 (calling for an immediate 
and unconditional withdrawal from 
Kuwait),” Mr. Arafat said when 
asked about tying the two issues. 

He urged the Gulf allies to accept 
the Soviet peace proposal under 
which Baghdad has agreed to with- 
draw from the emirate. Washington 
has rejected the plan as inadequate, 
saying that Iraq must begin withdraw- 
ing by 1700 GMT Saturday or face a 
massive ground assault. 

The PLO leader said he would a$k 
the U.N. Security Council to protea 
Palestinians in the emirate against a 
risk of “massacre” by Kuwaitis after 
any Iraqi withdrawal. 

“I am going to ask the Security 
Council not only to protect the 
Palestinians in the Israeli-occupied 
territories but also those in Kuwait 
where new rr.3ssacrcs risk being 
perpetrated.” 

The PLO fears that the 150.000 
Palestinians who have remained in 
the emirate, many who have lived 
there for decides, will be targeted 
because of Palestinian support for 
Baghdad. 


Mr. Arafat and the Palestinians are 
said to be one of the biggest losers in 
the Gulf crisis because their backing 
for Iraq has cut them off from £h e rich 
Gulf states and Western nations allied 
against Iraq. 

The PLO leader said he did not 
expect Washington to resume dia- 
logue begun with the organisation in 
1988 and broken off last year after a 
guerrilla attack on Israel. 

The talks were “suspended before 
the Gulf crisis. They are not going to 
be resumed afterwards... it is their 
decision, not mine,” he said, adding 
that he was ready to negotiate with 
the United States or Israel.' 

He rejected any view that the PLO 
v ^^ scre ^hed because of its support 

“The Palestinian position ■ is un- 
changed... and the United States 
knows it. Now it has become obvious 
its aim was not Kuwait but the des- 
truction of Iraqi forces and an 
attempt to liquidate the Palestinian 
cause.” he said. 

Asked if the possibility of a Palesti- 
nian state would be set back irrevers- 
ibly if Iraq were defeated in the war 
Mr. Arafat said: ’ 

“The entire Arab Nation is going to 
lose if the coalition achieves its objec- 
tives.” . 1 •••.' 

He refrained from criticising Arab 
(Continued on page 5) 


Combined agency dispatches 

PRESIDENT HASHEMI Raf- 
sanjani of Iran said Saturday the 
United States seemed to be pur- 
suing goals in the Middle East 
that went beyond Iraqi withdraw- 
al from Kuwait. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, who has been 
actively seeking a diplomatic re- 
solution of the Gulf war, com- 
mented during a meeting with a 
visiting Chinese envoy, Tehran 
Radio reported. 

Mr. Rafsanjani was quoted as 
telling Yang Fuchang that Iraq 
“reacted properly” by accepting 
the Soviet peace proposal, and 
noted that the United States had 
rejected the plan. 

“It seems that America pursues 
an aim beyond Iraq’s withdrawal 
from Kuwait,” Mr. Rafsanjani 
said. “Otherwise, the allied coun- 
tries should show goodwill and 
prevent the spread and prolifera- 
tion of war in the region.” 

One of Iran’s state-run news- 
papers, the Tehran Times, said in 
an editorial Saturday that the 
United States either secretly sup- 
ported the Soviet initiative or 
sought to exceed United Nations 
resolutions by ousting Saddam 
Hussein and installing a puppet 
government in Iraq. 

Iran has sought to remain neut- 
nti throughout the Gulf crisis, 
whde seeking to enhance its inter- 
national diplomatic profile. It has 
urged Iraq to withdraw from 
Kuwait, but also has called for 
Western forces to leave the re- ' 
gion and make way from a pan- 

Islamic peacekeeping, force. ; /. 

Iranian Foreign 'Minister, .'AH..- 
Tycbar Velayati said Iran: would 
remam neutral even if the affies 
launched, a land offensive against ' 
Iraqi' forces in Kuwait. ■ : ■ 


“If land war starts we will net 
. change our position and will re- 
main neturaJ,” Mr. Velayati said. 

“From the start we had toid 
Iraq it had to leave Kuwait, 
otherwise its situation would be- 
come difficult,” he said at a joint 
news conference with Austrian 
Foreign Minister Alois Mock. 

But Mr. Velayati said the situa- 
tion could change if Israel joined 
the war. 

“.An Israeli attack cn any Mus- 
lim country is unbearable for us 
and in that case we wiil not be 
neutral,” he said. 

IRNA said Cuban Foreign 
Minister Isidore Maimierca Peoli 
arrived in Tehran Friday and said 
he would travel to Baghdad in the 
coming days sn search of peace. 

rRNA said Mr. Rafsanjani la- 
ter chaired a meeting of the Sup- 
reme National Security Council 
to review the latest ' develop- 
ments. 

The meeting hailed Iraq’s 
acceptance of complete with- 
drawal from Kuwait and stressed 
the need for continued peace 
efforts m view of the fact that 
die recent stance adopted by the 
multinational forces oversteps the 
(U.N.) Security Council resolu- 
tions and serves to escalate milit- 
ary dashes,” IRNA said. 

In Islamabad, Pakistan, de- 
monstrators burned U.S. and 
Israeli flags in a frenzied wcicom- 
^ ceremony Saturday for Islam 
Mehdi Karrubi, speaker of Iran’s 
parliament: . 

Hundreds of demonstrators 
then ?selves on Mr. Karru- 
bl s ; - W kissing it and waijin* 
antiri^iqrican: slogans. ° 
entourage of 60 

Herefusedtofaik to teportersaf • 
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Green activist lambasts allies , 
says Israel exploiting Germany 


Text of Iraqi remarks on Soviet peace plan 


By P.V. Vivekananri 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The German Green 
Party took its campaign for peace 
in the Gulf to Jordan Saturday 
with a harsh attack on the 
American-led anti-Iraq coalition 
and Israel, which it accused of 
exploiting German sentiments 
over Worid War II. 

Jurgen Maier, the only dele- 
gate in a four-member Green 
team to cross the River Jordan 
from the occupied territories af- 
ter a political uproar caused by 
criticism of Israel, also said he 
found that the forces of peace in 
the Jewish state had taken a 
different direction altogether in 
the wake of the Gulf crisis. 

“The peace movement in Israel 
is the only peace movement in the 
world which calls for war,” Mr. 
Maier told a press conference. 
“They are now calling for con- 
tinued war and the total destruc- 
tion of the Iraqi military machine 
regardless of the fact that tens of 
thousands of people could be 
killed,” he said. 

“What kind of a peace move- 
ment is that?” asked Mr. Maier, 
28, who wore a badge with the 
slogan “pas de guerre pour le 
petrole” (no war for oil) on his 
lapel, and, by design or coinci- 
dence, a green sweater as well. 

Mr. Maier, who held talks with 
Upper House of Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad A1 Lawzi’, Lower 
House Speaker Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat. Foreign Ministry 
Secretary-General Mutassem Bii- 
beisi and Interior Ministry 
Secretary-General Salameh 
Hammad earlier in the day (see 
page 3), told the press conference 
that the Greens supported Jor- 
dan’s “constructive and positive” 
position towards the Gulf crisis. 


Agencies 

THE GOVERNMENT’S ban on 
public access to the U.S. arrival 
of Gulf war dead is an unconstitu- 
tional bid to manipulate public 
opinion, according to a' lawsuit 
filed Friday. 

The policy aims to control 
media coverage of the war’s 
effects and “limit the political and 
emotional impact that the deaths 
of Americans will have on the 
American public,” said the suit 
filed in federal court by a group 
of journalists, veterans’ organisa- 
tions and a military family sup- 
port group. 

The government wants to avoid 
pictures of “rows of coffins 
lined up on the tarmac of Dover 
air force base,” said Kate Martin, 
an attorney for the American 
Civil Liberties Union, which is 
representing the plaintiffs. 

The lawsuit, filed in U.S. dis- 
trict court for the District of Col- 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush has asked 
Congress for $15 billion plus au- 
thority to spend 553.5 billion 
pledged by foreign countries to 
begin paying for the Gulf war. 

White House officials said 
those amounts should be suffi- 
cient to cover the conflict’s costs 
through March 31. 

White House Budget Director 
Richard Darman warned that if 
Congress does not provide the 
requested money or if allied 
countries do not provide all the 
aid they have promised, “it may 
be necessary to seek additional 
foreign contributions and-or U.S. 
appropriations.” 

Additional funds also would be 
needed if the fighting extends 
beyond March 31. 

Congress plans to begin con- 
sidering the request next week. 
Congressional sources said thay 
expect lawmakers to provide all 
the money needed to press the 
war effort. 


Mr. Maier reiterated his party’s . 
firm commitment to pursuing 
efforts to mobilise public opinion 
against what he said were moves 
by the German government to 
increase its involvement in the 
Gulf war. 

He asserted that Bonn was 
caught between “being subser- 
vient” to the American approach 
to the Gulf crisis and opposition 
to war by “a majority of German 
people.” 

“They are now talking about 
changing the constitution,” he 
said referring to a clause in the 
document which bars the deploy- 
ment of German forces outside 
the area of operations of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO). 

“Our armed forces were re- 
cruited to defend our ..country 
against Soviet attacks, not to go 
out to the (Arabian) desert to 
look for an enemy and fight an 
army equipped with German 
weapons,” said Mr. Maier in an 
implicit reference to past German 
arms supplies to Iraq. 

Compounding the situation, he 
said, was Israel’s “exploitation of 
the historic responsibility of the 
Germans (in World War II).” 
This has led to Bonn rushing to 
help Israel with financial assist- 
ance as well as an offer to send 
Patriot anti-missile systems to de- 
fend it against Iraqi missile 
attacks, he pointed out. 

The Green Party, which 
showed well in elections shortly 
after its creation in the early 80s 
but could only get two seats in the 
660-strong Bundestag in last De- 
cember’s all-German polls, be- 
lieves that there is not enough 
European awareness of the real 
issues involved in the Middle East 
situation. It will seek to address 
this shortcoming, Mr. Maier said. 
The party, which sees itself as 


umbia, seeks a preliminary in- 
junction ordering the Depart- 
ment of Defence and the air force 
to allow the media and public to 
view the arrival of war dead at the 
base in Dover, Delaware. 

Ms. Martin said that if the 
ground war begins this weekend, 
the plaintiffs will seek an immedi- 
ate temporary restraining order. 

The Defence Department 
announced in January it would no 
longer allow the media and public 
to view the arrivals, as it had 
following previous U.S. military 
actions such as those in Lebanon, 
Panama and Grenada. 

Colonel Miguel Monteverde, 
director of Defence Information 
at the Department of Defence, 
said Friday there was no political 
motivation for the policy. 

“It’s not as though we’re keep- 
ing from the American people the 
fact that there are casualties,” he 
said. 

The plaintiffs said the ban 


The money would be raised 
through borrowing, not by raising 
taxes. Some members of Con- 
gress have said a war tax should 
be considered, but the idea has 
received little support. 

Mr. Bush’s request also con- 
tained the most detailed account- 
ing to date of the war’s price tag. 
According to White House docu- 
ments, the confrontation with 
Iraq in this fiscal year will cost 
S40 billion through March 31 — 
not including the actual costs of 
combat. Fiscal 1991 began Iasi 
Oct. 1. 

The White House estimated 
that the fighting is ranging in cost 
from S150 million to SI. 65 billion 
daily. Officials provided no over- 
.all cost estimates for the combat, 
which began Jan. 17. 

The White House papers re- 
leased Friday estimated the costs 
of keeping U.S. troops in the 
Gulf at $21.4 billion for October 
through March, including salar- 
ies, transportation, fuel and other 


representing 2.4 million Germans 
as evident in the last election 
results — “another 70,000 votes 
and we would have had 45 mem- 
bers in parliament” under the 

proportionate electoral system — 
is united in its call for an immedi- 
ate ceasefire in the war and a 
negotiated settlement of the con- 
flict, Mr. Maier said. 

But there are disagreements 
when it comes to the issue of 
Israel, he said and attributed it to 
the German feeling of “guilt” 
towards the Jews. 

‘Clumsy’ statement 

Mr. Maier characterised as 
“clumsy” a statement of one of 
his team members — Christian 
Strobble — who caused an uproar 
in Israel when he was quoted as 
saying “Iraq’s attacks on Israel 
are the logical, almost compelling 
consequence of Israel’s politics 
vis-a-vis the Palestinians and the 
Arab states, including Iraq.” 

The message inherent in the 
remarks of Mr. Strobble, who 
said he was resigning following 
the controversy, was that “Iraqi 
missile attacks on Tel Aviv are 
the result of Israel’s foreign poli- 
cy,” Mr. Maier said. “But it was 
clumsily put.” 

Mr. Strobble’s quotes, carried 
by the Jerusalem Post, had pre- 
ceded the Green team’s arrival in 
Tel Aviv last week and the de- 
legation was detained at the air- 
port for over two hours before 
being allowed in, Mr. Maier said. 
“Then there were anonymous 
threats over the phone and de- 
monstrations, and a German flag 
was burnt in front of our hotel,” 
he recalled. 

Subsequently, Mr. Strobble 
and the two other members of the 
team decided that “their personal 


violates the constitution’s guaran- 
tee of freedom of speech and 
freedom of the press. 

Bobby Muller of the Vietnam 
Veterans of America Founda- 
tion, said the government is 
trying to “insulate the American 
psyche from the human cost and 
the- emotional devastation that 
war will certainly bring.” 

For 16 years, the public and the 
news media had been allowed on 
the Delaware base to witness the 
arrival of U.S. soldiers who died 
overseas. 

But President George Bush 
complained in late 1989 when 
television networks split their 
screens to show him giving a 
White House news conference at 
the same time dead soldiers were 
arriving at the base as a result of 
the U.S. military invasion of 
Panama. 

The base is the largest mortu- 
ary operated by the Defence De- 
partment, capable of putting into 


costs. 

They estimated it would cost 
S6.4 billion to buy replacement 
weapons and ammunition, S7 bil- 
lion to keep U.S. troops in the 
Gulf once the fighting ends, and 
$5.2 billion to return soldiers to 
the United States, Europe and 
elsewhere. 

So far, of the S53.5 billion in 
aid the United States has been 
promised by other countries, 
$14.9 billion has been received in 
cash, goods and services, the 
White House said. 

The countries that have pro- 
vided the most assistance so far 
have been Saudi Arabia, with 
$10.5 billion, Kuwait, $3.5 bil- 
lion, Germany, S3 billion, Japan, 
$1.3 billion, and the United Arab 
Emirates, $1 billion. 

“If foreign commitments are 
fully honoured, and if hostilities 
end by March 31, the $15 billion 
working capital account should 
be sufficient to cover the U.S. 
share of incremental costs,” Mr, 


security was threatened” and left 
for home, Mr. Maier said. 

“I am the only member of the 
delegation who decided to com- 
plete the original tour, which 
included Jordan,” he explained. 

On the broader political front, 
Mr. Maier ridiculed the allies and 
accused them of hypocrisy by 

purporting to defend internation- 
al legitimacy while some of the 
partners in the coalition them- 
selves were guilty of violating 
international law. 

Mr. Maier cited as examples 
the American invasion of Panama 
and Grenada and the “Turkish 
occupation of Cyprus” in de- 
fiance of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions. “These countries get 
military aid for their occupation 
but a country like Iraq gets U.S. 
military intervention for its ac- 
tions,” he said. “We totally reject 
this double standard.” 

He described Israel as a “tacit 
member” of the- anti-Iraq coali- 
tion and qualified it by saying: “It 
was the Israeli government which 
called for a war. It pressured the 
U.S. to start this war. It ruled out 
any negotiated solution to the 
conflict. It now stands out in 
saying Iraqi withdrawal (from 
Kuwait) is not enough, (Iraqi 
President) Saddam Hussein’s re- 
moval is not enough, and that the 
Iraqi military machine should be 
destroyed with a crushing de- 
feat.” 

Israel wants to become a 
“hegomonic power in the re- 
gion,” he added. 

However, he warned: “as long 
as the Palestinian problem re- 
mains unresolved, as long as 
Israel continues to violate the 
human rights of the Palestinian 
people, as long as Israel occupies 
other people’s lands, there will 
never be peace in the Middle 
East.” 


caskets 100 bodies per day. It has 
storage space for 1,000 bodies. 

Ms. Martin said the govern- 
ment was concerned that news 
coverage from the base would 
erode public support for the war. 

“The only objective of the new 
policy is to limit news coverage 
and other speech that the govern- 
ment considers . undesirable and 
to control and manipulate Amer- 
ican public opinion,” Ms. Martin 
said. 

The Pentagon said it adopted 
the restrictions to protect the 
privacy of the families of the 
deceased soldiers. 

But a representative of a pri- 
vate group that supports military 
families said the policy denies to 
the families the right to attend the 
traditional ceremonies honouring 
the dead soldiers. 

The Justice Department, which 
will defend the Pentagon policy in 
court, had no comment. 


Darman said. 

“If these conditions are not 
met, however, it may be neces- 
sary to seek additional foriegn 
contributions and U.S. approp- 
riations,” Mr. Darman said. 

Mr. Darman, who has been 
struggling to cut into the massive 
federal budget deficit, said, 
“we’ve had very good results” in 
receiving foreign contributions to 
the war effort. 

“Many countries are paying on 
time exactly as scheduled, and I 
would think that that will be the 
pattern in general,” he said. 

Mr. Darman said the daily cost 
of the war varies sharply each 
day, depending upon weather 
conditions and the magnitude of 
air raid missions against enemy 
targets. 

Mr. Bush’s request was likely 
to be approved by Congress, 
which seldom would challenge 
funding for Americans in combat, 
despite mounting U.S. deficit 
problems. 


MOSCOW (R) — Following is the fui! text of Iraq’s statement 
accepting a six-point Soviet plan to end the Gulf war, read to 
journalists in English by Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz 
Saturday: 

Last evening the Soviet government declared a proposal about 
the situation in the Gulf region and in order to achieve a peaceful 
settlement to that situation, in accordance with the U.N. resolu- 
tions. 

You arc familiar with the points in that declaration, but anyhow I 
am going to reiterate those points in English. 

First, Iraq agrees to comply with Resolution 660 and therefore to 
withdraw immediately and unconditionally all its forces from 
Kuwait to the positions in which they were located on Aug. 1, 1990. 

Second, the withdrawal of the forces shall begin, on the day 
following the ceasefire and the cessation of all military operations 
on land, at sea and in the air. 

Third, the withdrawal shall be completed within a period of 21 

days, including the withdrawal from the city of Kuwait within the 
first four days of the said period. 

Four, immediately upon the completion of withdrawal of the 
troops from Kuwait, the grounds for which all the other resolutions 
of the Security Council were adopted will have been removed and 
thereby those resolutions shall cease to operate. 

Five, ali prisoners of war shall be released and repatriated within 
three days of the ceasefire and the cessation of all military 


operations. 

Last point, the sixth, the ceasefire and withdrawal shall be 
confirmed, verified and supervised by observers and/or a 
peacekeeping force as determined by the Security Council. 

These are the points of the plan, of the initiative that was 
declared by the Soviet Union last evening. 

I here tell you that the Iraqi government fully endorses this plan 
and fully supports it. 

Last night the Revolutionary Command Council issued a 
statement saying that Iraq supports the Soviet initiative and it 
appreciates the Soviet efforts to reach a peaceful settlement to the 
situation. 

We particularly appreciate the efforts of His Excellency Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev and his government in this regard. 

The second point I would like to address is the allegations made 
by the American government yesterday that Iraq has created a new 

ecological situation in Kuwait, and you arc aware of those 
allegations. 

My government has strongly denied those allegations in a 
statement made last night and the Iraqi government asked the 
Security Council to establish immediately a committee to investi- 
gate the situation in Kuwait. If the American authorities would like 
to use this pretext to justify their aggressive position, such a pretext 
has no grounds. 


Badran 


(Continued from page 1) 

withdrawal and spare blood- 
shed....” 

Asked how a ground war 
would affect Arab countries, 
especially those who were mem- 
bers of the U.S.-led coalition 
fighting Iraq, Mi. Badran said: 
“In my expectation, it will have 
huge negative repercussions.” 

He said that according to offi- 
cial information which Jordan 
had, both Syria and Egypt had 
welcomed the Soviet proposal 
and were convinced that war had 
to end at this stage. 

“We have contacted our Arab 
brethem, including those in the 
alliance, and they were very hap- 
py at Iraq’s agreement to with- 
draw from Kuwait. 

“In my view, they are con- 
vinced by this Soviet step and I 
believe the conviction will grow 
that this war has become un- 
necessary, especially as the 
(allied) forces came to Saudi 
under the umbrella of defending 
Saudi Arabia and then to liberate 
Kuwait.” 

Mr. Badran said: “The Soviet 
initiative has mentioned with- 
drawal from Kuwait. But if the 
aim is to devastate Iraq, to bomb 
it, to kill its women, childen and 
men, to smash its military might 
and economy, my expectations 
are that this will have huge nega- 
tive repercussions.” 

Rana Sabbagh adds: Mr. Bad- 
ran also said Jordan, which has 
contracted :to buy 30,000 tonnes 
of petrol from Syria, took deliv- 
ery of the first consignment 
Saturday. 

“A credit line has been opened 
with the Syrians and we started 
taking delivery,” Mr. Badran 
said. 

“The first five trucks loaded 
with petrol and four others filled 
with gas arrived on Saturday and 
others are on their way.” 

He.said Syria had agreed to sell 
Jordan 30, 000 tonnes of petrol at 
market rates. 

“This is one contract and is 
extendable, and as soon as they 
finish facilities (to load road tank- 
ers) at homes, we shall start 
getting crude oil.” 

Badran said a newly-purchased 
tanker had started to load 

100.000 tonnes of crude at a 
Yemeni port Saturday. It was 
expected to reach Aqaba by the 
end of the month and will .anchor 
there as a storage vessel. 

Officials have said Jordan was 
considering chartering 50,000- 
tonne tankers as resupply vessels. 

Allied bombing of the main 
Amman-Baghdad highway and of 
almost 80 per cent of Iraqi oil 
refineries and installations had 
reduced Jordan’s main oil sup- 
plies from Iraq to almost nothing. 

“For two weeks, we have not 
recived one single oil tanker from 
Iraq because of the air raids on 
the highway and damage done to 
Iraqi fecilities,” Mr. Badran said. 

Before the Gulf crisis, Mr. 
Badran said, Jordan consumed 

50.000 barrels of oil daily, but the 
influx of 300,000 Jordanians with 
25, (XX) cars from Iraq, Kuwait 
and other Gulf states had pushed 
demand up to 65, (XX) barrels be- 
fore rationing was introduced. 

Officials have said consump- 


tion has dropped by about 35 per 
cent since Jordan ordered motor- 
ists to use cars only on alternate 
days from early February. Ration 
coupons are also being printed. 

Iraq provided Jordan with at 
least 60,000 barrels a day by truck 
at special rates before the Gulf 
war broke out on Jan. 17. 

Iraq was supplying oil at 16.40 
dollars per barrel — almost $4 
dollar less than current market 
rates — but no money actually 
changed hands as Baghdad was 
paying off its debt to Jordan 
incurred during the 1980-88 Iraq- 
Iran war. 

Mr. Badran said the debt now 
was down to $236 million, down 
from what other officials said had 
exceeded $1 billion at one point. 

“In the past we paid no money 
to Iraq. Now we have to pay in 
dollars to Syria and Yemen,” Mr. 
Badran said. 

Officials said Jordan’s fuel bill 
this year would be up to $500 
million for crude oil imports from 
non-Iraqi suppliers. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Ignatenko later told reporters 
Moscow’s ties with Washington were 
unaffected by the crisis and Mr. Gor- 
bachev enjoyed a strong persona! 
relationship with Mr. Bush- 

“Our relations have a very broad 
basis,” he said. 

Asked if the Kremlin would con- 
demn an allied land attack against its 
former close ally, he said: “I think we 
will not express condemnation. We 
can only express . sorrow that . the 
world could not resolve this by peaces 
ful means.” 


(Continued from page 1) 

bigger than anything since World War 
II.” 

Correspondents on the Saudi front 
said earlier that U.S. forces had 
punched invasion gateways through 
Iraqi sand barricades. Ramparts up to 
three metres high were being 
breached all along the Saudi-Kuwait 
border. 

Naval minesweeping operations 
moved closer to Kuwait’s beaches to 
clear the way for a landing of a 
17,000-man Marine amphibious force 
in the Gulf. As many as 80,000 Iraqi 
troops were said to be defending the 
beaches. 

Even before the U.S. ultimatum 
passed Saturday, fighting had intensi- 
fied along the Saudi-Kuwait border. 

U.S. marines and Iraqis reported 
inflicting heavy casulties on each 
other. . - - A ; 

The intense activity on the battle- 
field came after two days of intense 
negotiations in Moscow between Mr. 
Aziz and President Gorbachev and 
other top Soviet officials. 

During that time, Mr. Aziz agreed 
to a Soviet peace plan that was 
modified in an effort to win U.S. 
approval. Besides giving the Iraqis a 
longer time to puU out, the Soviet 
plan said U.N. resolutions would be 
cancelled after withdrawal. 

The United States was demanding 
that withdrawal be completed within 
seven days, that Iraq comply with all 
U.N. provisions, that Iraqi forces be 
removed from Kuwait City and pris- 
oners released within 48 hours, and 
that Iraq remove booby traps and 
mines from Kuwait. Baghdad called 
the ultimatum “shameful.” 

Egypt, a key Arab member of the 
U.S.-led anti-Iraq coalition, said 
Saturday it supported Mr. Bush’s 
position. 

*Wc stress our support for the 
demands of the coalition states in- 
cluded in the statement issued by the 


United States of America for an 
immedaite and unconditional with- 
drawal of the Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait,” a foreign ministry statement 
said. 

The statement voiced appreciation 
of Soviet efforts for a peaceful end to 
the Gulf war but said the Kremlin 
proposal accepted by Iraq was in- 
adequate. 

Egypt’s government-owned pub- 
lications meanwhile said that Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein must not be 
allowed to remain in power in Iraq 
after the Gulf war. 

“His staying would be an insult to 
the Arabs, a stab to peace and a 
blemish on humanity,” wrote Salah 
Montasser, editor of the weekly 
October. 1 ’ 

The magazine cover carried a 
crossed-oul closeup of President Sad- 
dam’s face. 

A simlar demand for President 
Saddam’s removal came in another 
g6veFnraent-owned weekly, Akhbar 
A1 Yom, the weekend version of the 
mass-circulation daily A1 Akhbar. 

The calls came as Egyptian opposi- 
tion groups disclosed they sent mes- 
sages to President Hosni Mubarak 
and other anti-Iraq coalition leaders 
urging acceptance of the Soviet-Iraqi 
peace proposal. 


(Continued from page 1) 

The RCC in its statement cal- 
led on the U.N. Security Council 
to form a neutral committee to 
inspect the damage in Kuwait and 
Iraq. 

“While the infidel enemies 
have rejected and are rejecting 
the peace initiatives'..' we will 
seqk to turn the ground war, 
which I hey have wanted, into a’ 
heiifire that will sear their scoun- 
drels and a great crater of death 
into which their cohorts will fail,” 
said a military communique. 

Baghdad Radio said President 
Saddam Hussein met with the 
RGC and leaders of the Arab 
Baath Socialist Party. 

Quoting sources “close to the 
council,” the radio said the lead- 
ers discussed establishing “demo- 
cratic national rule” in Kuwait if 
the Soviet plan was rejected. 

The Iraqi News Agency said: 

“IN A learned from sources 
close to the Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council that the concerned 
officials are seriously studying the 
.setting of democratic national 
rale in Kuwait in cooperation 
with religious and national ten- 
dencies hostile to imperialism and 
foreign dominance in case the 
United States and its allies re- 
jected the Soviet initiative.” 

The report appeared to suggest 
that Iraq, even as it contem- \ 
plated withdrawal from Kuwait, 
remained opposed to the rein- 
stallment of the emirate’s monar- 
chy. The allies have insisted that 
the monarchy return to power. 

Baghdad was hit by bombs and 
missiles sporadically during the 
day, with an intensification about 
30 minutes before the deadline. 
Heavy bombing on Basra, Fao 
and other southern cities was 
reported late Saturday by Iran’s 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA)..(- :7. : j i/; ;; ■ ^ * \ - • 

The military command said Ira- 
qi forces shot down one allied 
plane, fired two missiles over- 
night at Saudi Arabia and pound- 
ed enemy troop positions with 
tactical field missile strikes. 

Baghdad Radio said the allies 
were “incapable of mounting a 


land battle without being 
routed.” 

“We have prepared ourselves 
for burning the bodies of the 
corrupt and evil invaders, and our 
revenge will be devastating and 
ruthless. This revenge will be 
merciless, merciless, merciless,” 
it said in a commentary. 

Iraq also urged its troops to 
“strike where it hurts.” 
Baghdad Radio called on more 
than a million troops entrenched 
on the southern front: “Strike at 
the enemy where it hurts.” 
“Strike and the whole of Iraq 
and the (Muslims) faithful will be 
on your side,” the radio told front 
line forces. “Your families are 
waiting for you to return victo- 
rious... you are defending your 
families and homeland.” 

The communique accused the 
allies of rejecting peace initiatives 
to carry out a premeditated battle 
plan. . 

In another commentary Bagh- 
dad Radio denounced Mr. Bush 
as stupid and added: “It would 
have been possible to overlook 
this except for the fact that this 
madman... is the president of the 
United States.” 


Arafat 


(Continued from page 1) 

members of the anti-Iraqi coalition 
such as Egypt, Saudi Arabia and 
Syria. 

“In my opinion, if Iraq is stricken, 
no Arab will 'benefit from its parti- 
cipation in the coalition,” Mr. Arafat 

. ^^Palestinians lashed out at U.S.' 
President George Bush over his ulti- 
matum to Iraq to quit Kuwait or face 
a massive land war. • 

“Who does he think he is, this dog 
Bush? Iraq should fight to the bitter 
end and teach him a lesson,” one 
merchant said to another outside 
their shops on Saiadin Street, Arab 
Jerusalem’s main business district. 

“Saddam would be stupid to accept 
Bush’s conditions.' It is better to die 
than to surrender to this animal,” 
another middle-aged man said. 

But on a hot Saturday afternoon, 
with Israeli police and other security 
forces patrolling the streets, the 
atmosphere among many Palestinians 
was sombre only hours before the 
U.S. deadline for Iraq. 

They expressed fears that a ground 
war would send the turbulent Middle 
East into years of turmoil and deal 
another setback to the Palestinian 
cause.” 


(Continued from page 1) 

where the Scud or debris from the 
Scud night have landed. 

Explosions were heard by resi- 
dents in occupied Jerusalem and 
Tel Aviv after sirens sounded. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens said Saturday that 
the Gulf war must go on, arguing 
that a quick ceasefire would leave 
Iraq with most of its army intact 
and in a position to threaten 
Israel. 

“We axe far from destroying 
the Iraqi war machine... and if he 
(Saddam Hussein) withdraw from 
Kuwait, he will still have part of 
his war machine and this can 
certainly cause a problem in the 
future,” Mr. Arens said in an 
interview with Israei Radio. 

Mr. Arens predicted that the 
allied forces would “crush” Iraq 
if the war continued. 
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St. Mary Of Nazareth Church Swcificb 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

Dc la SaEe Church Tel. 661757 
Terrasanta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tei. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 625383, Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 


Armenian Orthodox Church Tel, 
775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Church Tei. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 

685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 815817, 654932. 


Bulletin supplied by tfie Department of 
Meteorology . 

It will be partly cloudy to doudy at . 
times and there will be a chance for 
scattered showers of rain. 

MinJmax. temp. 

Amman 5/14 

Aqaba 13/23 

Deserts „.. 3/17 

Jordan Valley 12 / 22 

Yesterday’s high temperatures; Am- 


man 16. Aqaba 24. Humidity readings: 
Amman 62 per cent, Aqaba 25 per 
cent. 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Farouq Noor 786680 

Dr. Jamil Tarif 794710 

Dr. Jamil Marqed 776046 

-Dr. Hanna Mansoor 748364 

Flras pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77S336 

A1 Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 


A! Saiam pharmacy .....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy .,,.,.,,,.,,.637660 

ERB1D: 

Dr. Mohammad Zu'bi .............. ( — ) 

AiSfcaiaa 1 pharmacy .... ... 275825 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mufeed Damra (— ) 

Kbalifch pharmacy 985417 


EKIES&GSsKCSCS 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department „....,661 11 1 
Civil Defence Immediate 
■ Rescue 630341 


Gvii Defence Emcrgcncv 199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 111. 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 60580Q 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints..........,..:......... 897467 

Amman MnntejpaHty . ... • 

Complaints....... ........ 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repaks........ .................... 62310! 


Abdali Telephone Repairs 66U01 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 63638! 

RJ Right Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

MQSPmms 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amo ... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J.Axnn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.j. Amman 636140 


Palestine, Shmdsaoi 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital ‘ 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

AbdaH 666127/37 

Af-Ahli, Abdaii 6&HM6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrcen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

^y,Marka 891611/15 

Qucct Aha Hospital 602240/50 

MmST 81 


Ibn Sina Hospital 
IRB£D: 

Princess Basina Hi 
Greek Catholic H< 
Ibn A] Nafccs Hos 


AQABA: 

Princess! 


Haya Hospital . 


(09)986732 

(02)275555 

(02)272275 

(02) 247100 

(03) 314111 


Banana ... <jqq j . 

Banana (Mukammar) 450 / 4G0 

?22* ' 580 / 500 

50/ 50 

Cauliflower 280/240 

Cucumbers (large) 100/ go 

Gicumbcrs (snail) 210/170 

500 / 400 

1600/ 1400 

Marrow Utti IS 

Marrow (small) 380 / 300 

Onion (dry) 280 / 220 

Onion (green) 180/120 

2"”- 600 / 500 

S60/160 

Pepper (hot) 400 / 350 

T5^ (SWCC,) 180/340 

Tomatoes 200 / 150 




1200 women decry ultimatum 
in front of Iraq embassy 


r-J3v „ 


B y Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Feelings of gloom 
and suspense dominated the 
atmosphere here Saturday 
lunse before the U.S. ultima- 
tum for Iraq to quit Kuwait at 
19:00 local time expired. While 
200 Jordanian women held a 
rally in support for Iraq in 
front of the Iraqi embassy from 
17 to 19:00, most Amm a- 
0tes both in downtown and 
die bills were visibly apprehen- 
sive about the beginning of the 
pound war between Iraq and 
the coalition of 28 nations, 
fftrich people expected would 
begin in a matter of hours. 

While many Jordanians were 
0ned. to their radios most of 


the afternoon others did not 
want to hear any news. 

“I don’t want to know what 
happens because I have no say 
in it anyway,” said shopkeeper 
Mohammad SaxnahL 

A group of men near the AJ 
Hussein Mosque in downtown 
Amman said they were on 
their way to prayers as the 
deadline for the ultimatum 
approached. “We win pray for 
Saddam. We will pray for Iraq 
and the defeat of the foreign 
invaders in Arabia,’ said an 
elderly man as be moved to- 
wards the mosque. 

While piost of the capital 
remained quiet as dte A» ?<n» 
aproached, the 200 women in 
. front of the Iraq embassy sang 
nationalistic songs and channel 


pro-Iraqi slogans in solidarity 
with the Iraq. 

Fearing that demonstrators 
may march on the American 
■embassy, police doubled secur- 
ity patrols and sealed off foe 
streets leading up the hill to the 


In the eyes of every fore- 
igner I see Israel,” said Umm 
Mahmoud Samhonri, who h ad 
come from Jabel A1 Hussein's 
lHtXgee camp to rally in sup- 
port of Iraq. 

Anti-Western feeling was 
high as women called on Iraq 
to defend itself to the last 
moment against the onslaught 
of the U.S.-led allied forces. 

“There will be no capitula- 
tion by the Iraqis, there will 

only be coffins With Ameri can 


soldiers going to Washington,” 
shouted one woman. 

“We were hoping that the 
U.S. will accept the Gorbachev 
peace proposal,” said Emilie 
Nafea. “But now their is no 
hope for peace. America wants 
to destroy Iraq... We appeal to 
all women and people every- 
where to end this war now by 
accepting the Soviet peace 
proposals.’ 

Five minutes before the 
deadline expired news arrived 
that Iraq had launched yet 
another missile on Israel. As 
many of the women yoddled in 
jubilation, one passer by said: 
“Tell Bosh this war is not over 
yet." 
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Al Tahrir widens Arab struggle 


' By Saeda Kflani 

Special to tiie Jordan Topes 

AMMAN — The only way to 
achieve victory for the Arab and 
Muslim nations is to open all 
boots and move Arab armies to 
fight Jews in Palestine, the Golan 
Heights, Lebanon and the “cru- 
saders" in the Arabian Peninsula: 
md foe Gulf, a seminar spon- 
sored by Al Tahrir (Liberation) 
Islamic Party concluded. 

In a six-point memorandum, 
fee participants also called for the 
cut off of all political, economic 
md commercial relations with all 
countries participating in foe 
qgression on Iraq. The memor- 
andum also called on all Arab 
and Islamic countries to boycott 
toe United Nations and its Secur- 
iy Conncfl and their resolutions. 
It also called for the fiqmdation 


of the interests of all countries 
participating in the war against 
Iraq, foe unification of all coun- 
tries with Iraq, demanding Iraq, 
Libya and Algeria to stop all 
supply to all U.S.-led alliance 
countries. 

The conference, which was 
held Wednesday upon foe invita- 
tion of Islamic Liberation Party 
(Al Tahrir), was attended by 
several Islamic delegations and 
groups as well as deputies in the 
Lower House of Parliament. 
Among the participants were rep- 
resentatives of foe Iraqi embassy 
in Amman, a delegation of the 
Algerian Islamic Salvation Ftont 
(ISF) headed by Sheikh Ali 
Atieh, and more than 2,000 atten- 
dants. ■" 

Participants stressed essentially 
the role of foe Arab peoples in 


supporting Iraq by exerting press- 
ure on their leaders and their 
governments to go for Jihad. 
Bahjat Abu Gbarbieh of the 
Democratic National Alliance 
proposed, in addition to Jihad, to 
attack all United States* and its 
allies* interests, catting off any 
supplies by dosing roads, and 
considering the 17th of every 
month as a day of demonstration, 
prayers and sit-ins for Iraq. 

Ali Alieh, ISF representative, 
pointed to foe Algerian people's 
sympathetic sentiments and suf- 
fering with the Arab and Islamic 
peoples in this decisive war. He 
also stressed that there were 
more than one million volunteers 
in Algeria ready to fight and 
stand with Iraq. 

Leith Shbeilat, a deputy in foe 
Lower House of Parliament, in- 


Committee makes first contribution to Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — TW Jorda- 
nian Popular Committee «xr Sup- 
porting the Iraqi Feoph in the 
Face of Foreign Aggression 
Saturday presented the govern- 
ment with a cheque for JD 10,000 
the ficf^ostaQment of con- 
^nefit foe Iracp peo- 

_ ■ 

■'3J»P cheque was handed to 
Itafc Minister Modar Badran in. 
suffice -by Mr? Amin Shuqate,-. 
feo mmi ttec’s secretary gener- 
ind committee members, 
prime minister voiced the 
government's appreciation to the 
committee for its contribution 
md for its continued efforts * > 
mg foods that would alleviate 


the sufferings of the Iraqi people. ' 

Shuqair said that his commit- 
tee’s efforts were augmenting 
those of other groups and orga- 
nisations operating in the same 
field in Jordan to raise funds in a 
show of solidarity with die Iraqi 
people. 

‘ On Feb7i9, a Palestinian 
American paid JD 50,000 at an 
auction for a metal cone said-to 
be part of a U.S. missO^ reco- 
vered from Iraq after an jJKed 
attack and the sum was intended 
to purchase badly needed medi- 
cines for the Iraqi people. 

The auction organisers in Am- 
man claimed the cone was part of 


a Tomahawk cruise missile reco- 
vered after an attack on Jorda- 
nian ofl tanker tracks inside Iraq. 

The auction was the second 
staged in Amman for pieces of 
alFed warplanes or rocket missile 
jnxapnel recovered in Iraq since 
the start of foe massive multina- 
tional air raids on Jan. 17. 

Part of the wmg of a downed 
U.S: warplane was ; sold in 
another auction earlier this 
month for JD 21,500. The money 
was said to be s u pport in g national 
efforts to provide medicine and 
food for the Iraqi people especial- 
ly children. 

The Popular Committee for 




iOJanl meets Iraqi academics 

: AMMAN (Petra) — Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Minister Ibrahim 
Zdd Al Kflani received in his office Saturday President of 
University for Islamic Sci en ces, Dr. Bashar M*arouf, and 
Dean otf Imam Abu Hanifah College, Dr. Ahmad Al QnbaisL 
Kilam reviewed with Ma'rotrf and Qubaisi bilateral reflations 
between Jordan and Iraq. Ma'rouf landed Jordan’s stand in 
njiportin g Iraq in countering aggression and commended efforts 
exerted by the Ministry of Awqaf in unifying the ranks of the 
Arab and Muslim nations. The meeting was attended by the 
ministry’s Secretary-General Ahmad HiLayeJ. 

JCO training course starts 

AMMAN (Petra) — A training course for new employees at foe 
Jordan Cooperative Organisation (JCO) started Saturday at 
^^boVinstitiite. The coarse aims at acquainting the employees 
with the concept of cooperation, its principles and the duties of 
Aebrgamsation. JCO Director-General Jamal Al Bedour said in 
**pocdi he delivered at the opening ceremony that the role of the 
^tganbatkm should be developed so that it can face the challenges 
.of the future and to be able to adapt to the chan g es. The 
development process, he said, could be attained by developing 
foe,, organisation as a whole, not only by developing the 
fctaomstralive staff. 

Saul of drugs end in flames 

^MAN (J.T.) — A hanl of drags were borat at the Jordan 
Factory Company kflns Saturday, and according to the 
fSbfid Security Department (PSD) foe illicit tnerchantfise bad a 
areet value estimated at JD 2.8 million. Brig. Izzxxkhn Zaza, 
Sector of the PSD’s anti-narcotics department said that foe 
dnjgs'-foat were burnt included 2,810 kflogrammesof hashish, 
^grammes of heroin, 32.4 grammes of opium, 420 eaptagoo 
-fo®g tablets, and 87 saplings of the hashish plant. He said that 
these drugs were seized by his department m a number of 
.*®oggfing and drag trafficking cases. Representatives of foe 
judicial authorities and PSD were present at the burning of foe 


Ministry releases 
Tawjihi results 


AMMAN (J-T.) — The Ministry 
of Education Saturday distri- 
buted to the various government 
and private schools the results of 
the Tawjihi examinations taken 
last month by 62,749 students in 
die country. 

The results are for the mid-year 
Tawjihi or secondary school cer- 
tificate examination for foe 1990/ 
1991 academic year. The students 
sat in 837 examination balls made 
available by the ministry which 
also prepared the set of examina- 
tions. 


A ministry source said thar the 
next Tawjihi session would be 
held in Jordan sometime during 
June and the final results would 
include both sessions. 

Local press reports said that 
the ministry would assess the 
results before publishing a gener- 
al report on the examinations. 

The first session, originally set 
for Jan. 8 and 19, was interrupted 
by the Gulf war when the minis- 
try announced a delay in ex- 
aminations for two subjects until 
earlier this month. 


Jordan to take part in 
Rome water seminar 


Jfcaisalem body unveils Israeli scheme 

AMMAN fpetra) Chairman of the Royal Commission on 

gSta S AixT^itir said 

Ministry of foe Israeli occupation authorities has started bufldmg 
%SWtmeots in Jabal Al Mukabbir area in occ^ed Jen^em- 
Belaid the Israeli authorities have exploited th e Gul f war to 
foe process of bufldmg settlements in oocopied Arab 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is to 
take part in a meeting by a 
commi ttee of international ex- 
.perts an the recycling of treated 
water to be held in Rome on 
March 4. 

According to a statement by 
the Water Authority of Jordan 
(WAJ), the five-day meeting, 
which is organised by the U.N. 
Food and Agriculture Organisa- 
tion (FAO), is expected to dis- 
cuss international cooperation in 
foe use of treated water for de- 
velopmental projects in the 1991- 
1993 period mid to review studies 
»nrf publications dealing with 
accep te d standards and specifica- 
tions of treated water for recyd- 


O' 

According to WAJ representa- 
tive at the meeting. Dr. Saqer 
Salem, Jordan is considered as 
one of the pioneer countries deal- 
ing with the sanitary services and 
foe use of treated water. 

Nearly 50 per cent of the total 
population of Jordan make ose of 
pipe water and sewerage net- 
works. Dr. Salem noted. He said 
that the total amount of water 
treated at the wastewater treat- 
ment plants was estimated at 40 
milli on cubic metres annually. 

He said that most of the treated 
water was being used for irriga- 
tion. 


IOM outlines activities 



AMAMN (J.T.) — The Interna- 
tional Organisation for Migration 
(IOM) Saturday issued a press 
release outlining a regional 
humanitarian plan of action be- 
tween Feb. 14 and 20, 1990, and 
reporting that it had arranged for 
foe repatriation of 3,169 evacuees 
from Iraq and Kuwait arriving in 
Jordan and neighbouring areas of 
Iraq. 

■ According to foe statement, 
the evacuees repatriated during 
thw period included Sudanese, - 
Egyptians, Vietnamese, Yemenis 

and Indians. In all, foe IOM said 
it has to date repatriated 18,000 

persons principally from Iran, 
Jordan and Syiia. 


From Jordan, 1379 persons 
returned to their countries of 
origin durin g the reported period 
under IOM-fecilitated arrange- 
ments, bringing the total of such 
departures since Jan. 18 to 
15,710, the statement noted. It 
said that IOM*s continued regular 
departures have kept pace with 
arrivals, thus greatly reducing the 

population awaiting repatriation. 

By Feb. 20, confirmed pledges 
towards TOM'S financial require- 
ments under the consolidated 

plan of action have reached near- 
ly $11.5 million of which 
$8,613,500 was received, foe 
statement noted. 


Green spokesman outlines resistance 


Lawzi, Arabiyat explain Jordan stand 
to French, German parliamentarians 


sisted upon the importance of our 
role and the duty on us to mobil- 
ise the Egyptian street, and to put 
pressure on the Libyan govern- 
ment to stop supplying oil, and on 
Iran for its neutral position and 
for supplying oil for France, the 
biggest ally of America. He also 
criticised several governments’ 
positions in this war and called 
for the need to cany out provoca- 
tive measures to force Israel to 
enter the war. 

Most of foe participants have 
stressed that time has come to 
‘act’ and not only to Talk’ and 
bold conferences. In all their 
speeches, attendants 1 enthusiasm 
echoed throughout foe Nabatean 
hall where they chanted several 
Islamic slogans, interrupting lec- 
turers from time to time by crying 
“Allahu Akbar.” 


Supporting Iraq is reported to be 
continuing its mission, with teams 
knocking on doors and 
approaching people on the street 
for donations. Local communities 
in villages and towns around the 
Kingdom were also holding baz- 
zars and selling different products 
with the proceeds benefiting the 
victims , of the allied air raids in 
Iraq. 

A soccer match between Al 
Faisali and Wihdat dubs was 
organised at foe Amman stadium 
Friday resulting in the latter’s 
defeat by four goals to nfl. The 
proceeds of the game, which 
amounted to nearly JD 7,000, will 
also benefit the Iraqi people. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan under 
the leadership of His Majesty 
King Hussein is stroogly opposed 
to war and aggression of any 
form; and the Kingdom continues 
to work for the establishment of a 
just and honourable peace which 
can guarantee stability, security 
and freedom for all countries in 
the region, according to Upper 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Ahmad Al Lawzi. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
visiting parliamentarians from 
Germany’s Green Party, Lawzi 
said that Iraq was facing an inter- 
national conspiracy led by the 
United States which insists on 
destroying Iraq despite that coun- 
try’s favourable response to U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 660. 

The allied forces’ current stand 
does not reflect the coalition’s 
declared intention of upholding 
foe international legality, said 
Lawzi. 

Referring to foe situation in foe 
occupied Arab territories, Lawzi 
said that the Green Party group 
must have familiarised them- 
selves with the facts and must 
have witnessed the repressive and. 
tnhnman treatment of the Palesti- 
nian people at the hand of the 
Israeli occupation forces. 

Israel has of late intensified its 
repressive campaigns against the 
defenceless population, taking 
advantage of the fact that foe 
world’s eyes are now turned to- 
wards foe Gulf, Lawzi said. 


Poll shows 

Jordanians 

expect 

Iraqi 

victory 

AMMAN (J.T.) — An opinion 
poll conducted by foe Public 
Opinion Centre (Arab Press) in 
Amman in the past week showed 
that the majority of Jordanians 
firmly, beKeve that Iraq is capable 
of dealing a defeat to foe ILS.-led 
coalition in the Gulf conflict in a 
ground battle. 

The poll, the fourth in a series 
of surveys to determine Jorda- 
nian people's views about various 
issues covered 200 people picked 
randomly from various sectors in 
Jordan. Questionnaires distri- 
buted asked the public to give 
views about the Gulf conflict, its 
reasons and expectations about 
the consequences. 

Arab Press said that 96 per cent 
of those asked to give their views 
believed that foe U.S. allied 
coalition gives little attention to 
Kuwait itself and that the coali- 
tion was intent only on destroying 
Iraq’s capabilities and preventing 
the emergence of Arab unity. 

These, they said, are the main 
reasons for launching war on 
Iraq, 

At least 95 per cent said they 
believed the Western media con- 
tinues to mislead world public 
opinion by giving false promises 
to settle the AraMsraeli conflict 
once the Gulf war ends. They 
said that the West, which created 
Israel and nurtured the Jewish 
state, could by no means con- 
vince the Arab Nation of its 
intention to settle foe Palestine 
question. 

The poll also reflected the 
change of views, with regard to 
major nations of the world. 

Before foe Gulf conflict, 50 per 
cent of the public looked up to 
Japan with respect, declining to 
20 per cent after Tokyo decided 
to support the coalition in the 
war, while the Soviet Union 
maintained the same respect 
among Jordanians as before. 

With regard to France, its in- 
volvement in the war prompted 
63 per cent of the Jordanian 
people to change their views ab- 
out it. and most Jordanians now 
regard France as an enemy of foe 
Arab Nation. 

All those participating in the 
poll maintained their position 
with regard to the United States 
and Britain, both of which enjoy 
little respect, because they are 
regarded here as hostile nations 
before and after the involvement 
in the war against Iraq and be- 
cause of their continued support 
for Israel, which maintains its 
occupation of Arab land. 

The poll showed that the 
majority of the Jordanian people 
were not affected by the influence 
of the Western media and prop- 
aganda campaigns during the 
Gulf war crisis and that members 
of the public in Jordan proved 
difficult to deceive; and that the ■ 
Jordanians are firmly behind the 
Iraqi people regardless of sacri- 
fices. 


He told foe group that more 
than 1.5 million Palestinians were 
facing increasing arbitrary actions 
which were making their life im- 
possible under occupation. 

A spokesman for the visiting 
group told Lawzi that Bonn was 
facing intensive pressure from the 
United States to force Germany 
to participate in the coalition 
arrayed against Iraq. 

The Americans are constantly 
reminding the Germans of their 
aid after World War IE in the face 
of the so-called Soviet expansion- 
ist designs, but the Green Party 
along with other German groups 
are resisting all American press- 
ure, be said. 

The Green Party has been 
bolding intensive contacts with all 
groups to fight off the American 
pressure and has maintained con- 
tacts with the military to demand 
that they refuse orders to go to 
the Gulf, the group’s spokesman 
said at the meeting which was 
attended by several House mem- 
bers. 

Later at a meeting with Lower 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat, the 
spokesman repeated foe Green 
Party position and said that its 
members had been instrumental 
in organising anti-war demonstra- 
tions in German cities. 

What the Americans and their 
allies are doing in foe Golf now, 
he said, is a war of genocide 


against foe Iraqi people, and a 
crime for the destruction of Iraq. 

He said this was bound to 
deepen hatred among nations for 
years to come. 

Referring to the situation in the 
occupied territories, foe spokes- 
man said that the Green Party 
could not accept continued Israeli 
occupation of foe West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip. The stability m 
the region, he said, could only 
come through foe settlement of 
all the region's problems. 

Arabiyat echoed Lawzi's call 
for foe need to end the Gulf war 
by peaceful means. 

He voiced the Jordanian peo- 
ple’s appreciation of the German 
people's stand and hoped that 
Germany’s policy towards foe re- 
gion could be copied by other 
European nations so that the 
foundations of real peace in foe 
region could be established. 

Lawzi and Arabiyat also held 
separate meetings with visiting 
French parliamentarians, urging 
them to help change their govern- 
ment’s present stance vis-a-vis the 
Gulf war and helping foe world to 
have peace. 

The war in die Gulf constitutes 
one of the most dangerous mo- 
ments in the region’s history, 
because it is a devastating and 
unjust war designed to destroy 
the Iraqi people, Iraq's military 
and economic infrastructure and 
-cultural heritage, said Lawzi at 


the meeting attended by House 
members. 

In foe light of the Franco- 
Arab relations and uni- 
que relations between foe French 
and Arab people, we feel that 
France is foe Arab World’s part- 
ner in the peace-making process 
to end foe sufferings of mankind 
resulting from this war, and Jor- 
dan hopes that France would play 
a leading role conforming to the 
principles of foe great French 
revolution, Lawzi said. 

For his part, Arabiyat told the 
delegation which represents the 
French National Assembly that 
Jordan hoped that France would 
revise its present position and 
work towards achieving peace 
and security based on justice. 

What is taking place in the Gulf 
is destruction and killing, and this 
by no means reflect foe interna- 
tional legality, Arabiyat noted. 

“While Iraq announced its 
acceptance of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 660 to end 
the war. President Bush and the 
Israeli prime minister announced 
their rejection of the Soviet prop- 
osals and declared their intention 
of destroying Iraq,” said Ara- 
biyat. 

He urged France to reexamine 
its present position and to sup- 
port just peace. 

The speeches were followed by 
dialogues in which members of 
the two Houses participated. 


Industrial investments stalled 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Industrial Estates Corporation 
(JIEC) says that it has received 
no application from any Arab or 
foreign sources to start new 
businesses at the industrial dty of 
Sahab or at the Irbid industrial 
dty since foe outbreak of foe 
Gulf crisis last August. 

The Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra, quoted corporation offidals as 
saying that the JIEC has not even 
received any requests for in- 
formation concerning foe facili- 
ties and privileges offered to in- 
vestors and industrialists in the 
Kingdom over the past six 
months. . 

It is hard to conduct an exact 
estimate of the losses inflicted on 
foe Jordanian industrial sector 
because of the Gulf ends, but 
rough estimates say that they 
exceed JD 100 million, according 
to these offidals. 

They said that the Gulf war has 
made things even worse for foe 
Jordanian industry which has 
been counting on exports to Gulf 
countries and Iraq which no more 
import any of foe Jordanian pro- 
ducts. 

The JIEC offidals said that the 
high cost of production, resulting 
from insurance surcharges im- 


posed by shipping companies, 
harassment of cargo vessels head- 
ing for Aqaba, the high cost of 
primary materials needed for in- 
dustrial processes and difficulties 
feeing the transit trade between 
Jordan and Arab states, have all 
contributed to this state of affairs 
in the Kingdom. 

Indeed, factories which have 
been organising three shifts for 
their workers have now dropped 
to two or one, a situation which 
called for the reduction of the 
number of workers in general, 
the offidals said. 

Petra quoted businessmen and 
industrialists as saying that they 
were willing to contribute to- 
wards bolstering the national eco- 
nomy and were careful not to 
aggravate the unemployment 
problem and therefore they have 
asked their employees to take 
their annual leaves or leaves with- 
out pay for the time being trntfl 
matters dear up. 

However, they say that other 
firms had to lay off workers be- 
cause business was too bad to 
keep any of them. 

Difficulties facing industries 
have naturally prompted inves- 
tors from Jordan and abroad to 
refrain from undertaking any 


venture for the moment thereby 
offering no new jobs- opportuni- 
ties for the thousands of job 
seekers in the country, said these 
offidals. 

According to JIEC statistics, 
industries worst affected by the 
prevailing situation are phar- 
maceuticals, wood and metal 
work, chemical as well as indus- 
tries of construction materials. • 

Some of these industries have 
already dosed down due to the 
lack of raw materials which have 
been imported from other coun- 
tries. 

A number of industrialists and 
businessmen and offidals at the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
have been offering proposals for 
intensifying efforts to find new 
markets for Jordan abroad or to 
pool foe efforts and resources of 
groups of industries forming 
corporate firms that can help 
overcome the difficulties. 

The Sahab Industrial City on 
foe outskirts of Amman has more 
than 500 factories and industrial 
businesses, and at least JD 100 
million were invested in them. 
More than 5,000 people were 
working at these factories and 
businesses in Sahab before foe 
Gulf crisis erupted. 


Environmental awareness 
to become focus in schools 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The new 
school corn cola and textbooks at 
Jordanian schools focus children’s 
attention on the need for -the 
protection of the environment, 
because the Ministry of Educa- 
tion realises the important role of 
instilling in foe minds of foe new 
generation environmental educa- 
tion that would benefit foe future 
of foe Kingdom and the world at 
large, according to Ministry of 
Education Secretary-General 
M anther Al Masri. 

Environmental education can 
be traced in textbooks dealing 
with science, social studies and 
civics at government and private 
schools. Masri said in an address 
at the opening of a five-day sym- 
posium on environmental educa- 
tion. 

The whole world is giving due 
attention to the problems ot foe 
environment and directing atten- 
tion towards preventing pollution 
to the soil, water and foe atmos- 
phere to ensure continued surviv- 
al for mankind. Dr. Masri noted 
in his address at foe symposium 
attended by representatives from 
foe public and private organisa- 
tions. 

Jordan's participation in 
numerous international confer- 
ences and His Masjesty King 
Hussein’s sustained policies and 
directives towards protecting the 
environment in Jordan and the 
King’s warnings of the danger of 
pollution to the atmosphere as a 
result of tiie Gulf conflict stand 
out as significant indicators pro- 
jecting the country’s deep con- 
cern to safeguard the environ- 
ment, Masri added. 

Last June Jordan was among 56 
nations which attended an inter- 
national conference on protecting 

the environment which was held 

in London. 

Participating countries pledged 
to launch close cooperation 
among themselves to protect the 


environment and fight pollution. 

The Director of the Ministry of 
Education's Curricula Depart- 
ment Ahmad FEyasat spoke at 
the outset of the opening session, 
outlining the symposium’s objec- 
tives and noting that the partici- 
pants would focus attention on 
Jordan’s environment in terms of 
problems and solutions, as weO as 
the adoption of a national 
strategy on environmental educa- 
tion for Jordan. 

Hiyasat voiced the ministry's 
satisfaction with foe level of 
cooperation between foe private 
and public sectors in helping to 1 
stave off the dangers of pollution, 
and noted that foe ministry’s cur- 
ricula and textbooks are bound to 
play a major role m this field by 
educating students in environ- 


mental affairs at the basic and 
secondary stages. 

The five-day symposium was 
organised by the Ministry of 
Education in cooperation with 
the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO), and attended 
by participants from the minis- 
tries of information, municipal 
and rural affairs and the environ- 
ment, industry and trade, agricul- 
ture, health, tourism, as well -as 
four Jordanian universities. 

According to foe organisers, 
several working papers concern- 
ing environmental education in 
Jordan and a strategy and work- 
ing plans to develop such educa- 
tion and incorporate it within 
general educational plans will be 
reviewed by the participants. 


Jordanian handicraft 
exhibition opens Tuesday 


AMMAN (J.T.) r- Jordan De- 
sign and Trade Centre will hold a 
three-day exhibition of unique 
and fashionable Jordanian-made 
handicrafts starting Tuesday. Fif- 
ty per cent of the proceeds will be 
given to support Iraq. 

The exhibition, which win be 
held at the Intercontinental 
Hotel’s lobby, will be open from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. each day. 

The Jordan Design and Trade 
Centre was recently established 
under the umbrella of foe Nation- 
al Handicraft Development Pro- 
ject, an activity initiated m 1988 
by the Noor Al Hussein Founda- 
tion to create employment and 
increase income among low- 
income communities in Jordan 
through a business-oriented, mar- 
ket development approach to 
handicraft production. The pro- 
ject currently readies over 800 
individuals throughout the King- 


dom and has established markets 
locally and in Europe and foe 
United States. Within the past 
two years, sales, employment and 
income have tripled among most 
handicraft groups participating in 
the project 

The Jordan Design and Trade 
Centre serves as a link between 
Jordanian artisans and the inter- 
national marketplace. Wholesale 
buyers place orders form the 
samples they see exhibited, or 
work with the Centre’s design 
staff to develop their own exclu- 
sive lines. 'Weavers and 
embroiderers work continuously 
on the centre's premises to ex- 
periment in combining traditional 
designs with contemporary styles 
and to complete new samples. 
The centre also provides training 
in such areas as production man- 
agement, quality control, dyeing 
and finishing. 
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Limits of beastly war 

PRESIDENT GEORGE Bush’s ultimatum to Iraq to pull 
out on humiliating terms is nothing but an obstinate move 
aimed to abort Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev’s peace 
initiative. If Washington’s true' objective is to intimidate 
Iraq into submission, then all the blood and destruction that 
would ensue from such a policy will have to be tbe 
responsibility of tbe U.S. and its allies. The tone and 
contents of Bush's ultimatum are drafted in such a way as to 
leave Iraq no choice but to continue to defend itself against 
the allied aggression. And with Washington’s aims so dearly 
going beyond tbe liberation of Kuwait, it is up to the Soviet 
Union and all free, peace-loving nations to stand up to this 
Western design with equal determination. Moscow and tbe 
Soviet president can ill-afford such humiliation at tbe hands 
of Washington and President Bush. What is at stake here is 
not only Iraq but also the so-called new international order 
which appears now to be totally at tbe mercy of Washing- 
ton’s White House. Iraq is, and remains, to be a Third 
World country that cannot be expected to stand np to 
Western tyranny. If Iraq is allowed to succumb to such a 
tyranny with Moscow and Peking and other powerful 
capitals simply gavmg with indifference into the sky, then 
they could be next on the West’s list of conn tries that need to 
behave or otherwise face the consequences. Now is therefore 
the time to put an end to this rule of the jungle where the 
strong and the warmongers call the shots and the others 
must bow with disgrace and humiliation. 

Unfortunately, neither the Arab countries opposed to the 
Gulf war nor the non-Westem capitals are making then- 
voices heard strongly enough. In the face of this deteriora- 
tion in the international order, all concerned countries, 
especially the Soviet Union, most stick to their guns at the 
U.N. Security Council to pre-empt and resist the whims and 
dictates of Washington. Above all it is incumbent on tbe 
Soviets to back their words and agreements with deeds and 
actions that can put an end to this beastly war immediately. 
The Soviet Union cannot possibly afford to relinquish its 
role as an honest brother and arbiter on behalf of the Third 
World countries;, especially at this hour and in view of the 
massive effort that it has already exerted on behalf of peace 
in the Golf. 

Meanwhile, Iraq has no alternative but to persevere and 
defend itself at whatever cost. We know from experience 
that Iraq will not capitulate. It has accepted terms* for 
honourable peace and will continue to adhere to its word, 
regardless of tbe odds. For their serious endeavours and 
huge sacrifices to save for the Arabs their dignity and 
integrity, the Iraqis can only be respected and supported 
without limits. This is a crucial hour for the whole world, 
especially Arabs, to realise what ts at stake here. 


Letter from Baghdad 


By Shamil Kobba* 


ARABIC raF« COMMENTARIES 


Ai Ra’i daily said in an editorial Saturday that both King Hussein 
who advocated a peaceful settlement at the outset of the Gulf 
crisis in August and the Iraqi President who has now accepted the 
Soviet proposals for peace are clearly oriented towards a peaceful 
settlement. The King summoned tbe heads of Arab diplomatic 
missions in Amman to urge them to unify their efforts to help 
reach a peaceful settlement and retain pan-Arab solidarity, while 
the Iraqi president sent his foreign minister to Moscow to 
announce Baghdad’s acceptance of the peace proposals for ending 
the war. the paper noted. To counter ai! these peace bids. U.S. 
President George Bush has declared new threats against Iraq and 
announced his humiliating demands which he imposed on tbe 
Iraqi leadership, hoping to achieve an Iraqi capitulation, the 
paper pointed out. It said that by issuing his ultimatum to 
Baghdad, Bush is dearly trying to abort the Soviet peace proposal 
and to foil the Jordanian and Iraqi peace efforts. What is more, 
tbe American president has proved that his war on Iraq was not, 
as be had claimed, designed to evict the occupying forces but 
rather to destroy Iraq and the Iraqi militaty might, tbe paper said. 
This is clear, said the paper, because Bush's adamant position is 
being backed by Israel whose prime minister has been urging the 
U.S. administration to annihilate Iraq’s military machinery and 
oust Saddam Hussein from power so that the Jewish state’s well 
being can be safeguarded. 

A columnist in AI Ra'i daily calls on the government to demand 
that foreign trucks passing through Jordanian territory should pay 
in foreign currency the JD 40 toil imposed on each vehicle passing 
in transit in accordance with the latest government rule. Nazih 
says that the government’s rule also imposed further charges on 
extra dieseal oil exceeding 200 litres consumed by these vehicles 
passing through Jordan, and these too should be paid in hard 
currency. The non-Jordanian refrigerator trucks and other vehi- 
cles which pass through Jordan have always enjoyed the facilities 
offered them by the local authorities including the purchases of 
fuel which has been subsidised by the government; and therefore 
it is only fair now to demand that these vehicles pay charges in 
hard currency which Jordan uses to purchase the fuel from 
abroad. Tbe writer notes that under the present difficult 
circumstances and in view of the fact that Jordan is finding it 
increasingly difficult to buy oil products, charging the foreign 
trucks fees in bard currency is justified. 


IRAQ has become a massive 
killing field. From the very 
Start of die war, the anti-Iraqi 
coalition has mriiierrimmaite ty 
showered Iraqi dries with 
nearly everything in its lethal 
arsenal bar nuclear weapons. 
The seemingly deliberate 
taigetting by ‘ ‘precision -guided 
munitions" of innocent civi- 
lians and nrm -militar y struc- 
tures such as homes, bridges, 
bomb shelters, churches, mos- 
ques, museums and govern- 
ment buildings (under the 
guise of “collateral damage”), 
is deplorable and contravenes 
all recognised -international 
norms and laws. 

Yet news of the way the 
Iraqi people axe coping with 
tins tragedy and the effect on 
the nation’s moral, has been 
almost non-existent. People of 
all nationalities, living in Jor- 
dan and other parts of the 
world, who have family, rela- 
tives and friends in Iraq, wait 
anxiously, hoping for even the 
smallest bit of information to 
filter out. With die telecom- 
munications system down, no 
telephones, telex, fax or gener- 
al mafl has been able to get 
through. Many of the families 
in Jordan have been receiving 
desperate phone calls from re- 
latives and friends all over the 
world, asking for news of peo- 
ple they know back in Iraq. 

Some fortunate families 
have been able to partially 
overcome this news “black 
out” of their loved ones, by 
offering cash inducements to 
trade or bus drivers willing to 
risk their lives, journeying die 
Amman -R aghAiH road tO take 
messages, food and other 
essentials. Others have not 
been so lucky. 

Below are excerpts from a 
letter by an Iraqi housewife 
and mother of three, living in 
the Monsour District of 
Baghad, and written to rela- 
tives residing in Amman, Jor- 
dan. The document is dated 
Feb. 13, the same day that 
American planes savagely 
“precision bombed” the Amir- 
iya bomb shelter with the re- 
sultant death of well over 300 
innocent men, women and 
children. The letter is interest- 


ing because h articulates and 
hi ghlig hts tbe pent up emo- 
tions of ordinary citizens — 
particularly the buildup of re- 
sentment and hatred towards 
tbe American adminis tration 
and hs allies, for their callous 
attempt at destroying Iraq 
through their non-stop barbar- 
ic bombardment. One must 
keep in mind however, that tbe 
warring parties in this conflict, 
are not people, but govern- 
ments. And, as numerous 
peace demonstrations around 
the world dearly illustrate, tbe 
majority of these governments 
are blindly stringing behind the 
shadow of the U.S. administra- 
tion, acting contrary to tbe 
wishes and interests of their 
own people. 

The letter begins with: 

“I send yon warm greetings 
from beloved Baghdad; a 
Baghdad that stands steadfast 
and united in tbe face of an 
immoral onslaught by its ene- 
mies who are striving to 
obliterate its metre by metre 
and day by day. They are 
destroying tbe very fabric of 
our beloved city with 
vengeance, shamelessness and 
without remorse. 

We were really thrilled to 
receive your letter today. With 
each new day we thank Allah 
that we are all still alive and 
well (together) in the midst of 
our relatives and loved ones. 
They (the allies) are desperate- 
ly frying to rob us of our 
dreams and aspirations; they 
seek to deprive ns of oar today 
and oar tomorrows. They 
bombard our nation’s national 
heritage daily with incredible 
enmity and hatred. And yet in 
the midst of this blitz, an un- 
just world lamely and patheti- 
cally looks on in a conspiracy 
of silence to witnesses tbe most 
barbarous massacre in cen- 
turies. 

Only two leaders have pre- 
viously been able to destroy 
this great nation: one was 
Holako, and tbe other is the 
vfle Bush. History may forgive 
Holako because he was known 
to be illiterate barbarian and a 
pagan and thus totally uncivil- 


ised. Box what will die world 
and history have to say of tbe 
despicable President Bush who 
boasts of being dvilised and 
who is head of the most power- 
ful and advanced country in 
the world? He has the audacity 
to preach democracy, human 
rights, justice and honour and 
daim to be a supporter of tbe 
wronged and the aggrieved. 

Bush tells an unsuspecting 
world that he came to liberate 
Kuwait, but where is Kuwait in 
relation to Baghdad or Mosul 
or Ramadi (which are located 
hundreds of kilometres from 
Kuwait)? What is the connec- 
tion between civilian bridges in 
these cities which are being 
pounded daily, to the libera- 
tion of Kuwait? Also, what 
relevance is tbe liberation of 
Kuwait to the women and chil- 
dren that are dying daily (from 
allied bombardment) under 
the rabble of their own 
houses? Where is the connec- 
tion between liberating Kuwait 
and the killing of innocent men 
and women obtaining water 
from the Tigris River — by 
duster bombs, which are bla- 
tant violations of international 
law. And what does one say to 
the innocent children who are 
disfigured and maimed by 
pens, balls, and toys dropped 
from allied planes and which 
are designed to explode in 
their face when picked up or 
touched? What has tbe libera- 
tion of Kuwait to do with the 
poor civilians that are burned 
alive in their vehicles as they 
try to escape from the bombs 
that axe showered upon them? 

Dear God, where is your jus- 
tice, and where is this so called 
“civilised world”? each day, 
tbe heart is filled with hatred 
and abhorrence at the atroci- 
ties of these despicable crimin- 
als, who fry to coerce us into 
submission. I include Arab 
traitors in this category, such 
as the tyrant leaders of Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt and Syria. The 
hoxxoT and pain oar country is 
being subjected to, tempts me 
to dislike all Arabs because 
instead of supporting os, they 
look on like feeble spectators. 


But God does not forget .the 
faithful who believe in him, 
and the God is all powerful. 
God win u$ victorious. 

How often in history, foe few 
have been victorious over the 
many, with die help of Allah? 

We pray that our beloved 
God shields the Iraqi people 
from all harm, and makes oar 
army victorious over the 
treacherous enemy. Let us 
hope that God will restore to 
the infidels their logic and 
compassion. Yet, no m a tter 
■ what, Iraq will continue to 
stand tail and proud. It wQl 
mai ntain its high values, un- 
wavering faith and steadfast- 
ness. God will preserve and 
shield ns as long as onr hearts 
are filled with the fear of God 
and as long as the heart reiter- 
ates: God is very great.” 

Then as if to sooth the wor- 
ries of her relatives in Amman, 
she continues, 

“Please feel assured that we 
are all right. We are able to 
take care of ourselves with 
help of God who watches over 
ns during these terrible times. 
We are quickly adapting to our 
conditions in spite of the many 
difficulties we are faced with. 
One of the few b e nefi t s of this 
war is the strengthening of 
personal ties and return to 
am ple fife and nature — now 
we ride bicydes and walk 
which is healthy and good. 
Also, fife in the shelter is 
reasonably comfortable be- 
cause it has a generator which 
works for six brans every even- 
ing and we pass the time play- 
ing cards, h ^raltgam m o n and ' 
watching video films.” 

In conclusion the Iraqi 
housewife and mother tells her 
relatives. 

“Do not worry for ns, for no 
harm shall befall ns, except 
that which is willed by Allah. 
And we shall meet again soon, 
even though it sometimes 
seems that we may never meet 
again. Love...” 

In a footnote, she adds, 
“Please don’t send letters with 
the driver for delivery to others 
as it is very difficult to relay 
them at p resent due to the 
absence of telephones, petrol, 
etc.” 


Why Arabs failed to unite 



By Khalid Nusseibeh 

IT is germane to venture the 
question as to why divisions in 
the Arab World are rife when 
it enjoys a degree of cultural 
consensus rooted in religion, 
common historical experience 
and language, and racial affin- 
ity — admired to the point of 
envy by other socieites. The 
mosaic that exists in the Arab 
society represented by. for in- 
stance, Christian communities 
in the Levant and Berbers in 
North Africa exist within the 
framework of a great deal of 
homogeneity. 

In an interview with Rami 
Khouri on Jordan Television, a 
French official visiting Jordan 
acknowledged the divided 
boundaries created in the wake 
of World War I Sykes-Picot. 
treaty between the British and 
the French but posed the ques- 
tion as to why — as the Euro- 
peans are doing — does not the 
Arab World forge a political 
unity in conditions of freedom 
and open discussion. Against 
the background of the current 
Arab internecine war this is 


indeed a difficult question to 
answer. 

Where the tapestry of Euro- 
pean history as replete with 
religious, racial and civil con- 
flict — in the Arab World such 
sources of dissension are far 
less. One may recall several 
■universal states, spanning 
many countries, in the history 
of the area (Uraayyad, Abbas- 
sid. Ottoman) which subordin- 
ated the forces of division to a 
larger political entity, and 
where the mosaic of ethnic and 
religious configuration was 
effectively assimilated and 
absorbed by the universal 
caliphate state. 

Amid the intense feelings 
generated by tbe Gulf conflict, 
sadly, little is said about the 
aftennath. in terras of inter- 
Aiab relations. The scourge of 
war includes the wounds that 
will continue to fester after the 
fighting is over. 

In Arab Islamic history, the 
early conflict between Imam 
AJi (the fourth successor of the 
Prophet Mohammad) and his 
supporters on one side and 
Muawivahon the other was the 


cause of much bloodletting 
that entailed consequences 
which we continue to live with 
today. The schism within Islam 
between Sunnism and Shiism is 
an instance of such scars. 
Moreover, one of the obstacles 
to the assimilation of Persia 
within the Ottoman state was 
the existence of Shii Islam). 

There is sometimes uncer- 
tainty in referring to history to 
illustrate a modem situation, 
for one because exact repeti- 
tion does not exist in history. 
Still it is dear that the medieval 
crusades were stimuli for an 
awakening, in terms of spir- 
itual and moral regeneration as 
well as political unity. At pre- 
sent, the Western military en- 
croachment and the sentiments 
among Arabs and Muslims 
around the world that it is 
evoking conjures the images of 
indignation that preceded the 
liberation of Jerusalem, during 
the era of Saladin. 

One of the positive implica- 
tions of the Gulf crisis is the 
vast appearances of solidarity 
we are witnessing among the 
people of North Africa to Iraq. 


Ironically, it is the Western 
media in its daily coverage of 
the Gulf war that is helping to 
bring forth a surge in Arab and 
Islamic solidarity. However 
much the divergences in 
geography and politics, the 
psychic unity between the 
western Arab World and the 
eastern part is unmistakable. 

Undoubtedly, relations be- 
tween humans and states are 
characterised by hannony 
when there is a mutual com- 
mitment to a form of justice. 
When we pose the question as 
to why Arab unity does not 
exist — as we must — one has 
to look for causes such as 
economic injustice where a 
minority of ofl rich states have 
control over vast wealth while 
other far more populated 
countries are impoverished. As 
the Arab World deals with the 
scars left by the current con- 
flict. the imperative of forging 
a more just economic order 
where there is distributive jus- 
tice is a prerequisite to con- 
tinuing the struggle for build- 
ing the shattered blocks of 
Arab unity. 


In U.S. and Iraq, shared 
disbelief over U.S. war aims 


By Bernd Debasmaan 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — After more than a month of relentless 
bombing which has reportedly laid waste to Iraq's infrastructure. 
Americans and Iraqis have little in common but shared disbelief 
that the war is about Kuwait. 

Officially, the U.S. administration insists it has no intention of 
going beyond the United Nations resolution which gave a green 
light to use force to drive Iraq out of Kuwait, seized in a lightning 
strike on Aug. 2. 

When he announced the start of the war on Jan. 16, President 
George Bush declared that “our goal is not the conquest of Iraq 
but the liberation of Kuwait.” 

But since then, “almost all Americans have come to understand 
that the objective is no longer Kuwait. It is Saddam Hussein.” 
said Rashid Khalidi of Chicago University’s Centre for Middle 
Eastern Studies. 

In Iraq, as weil. a growing number of people are convinced that 
the war is meant to destroy the government and President 
Saddam Hussein, judging from conversations with dozens of 
people during a recent nine-day visit. 

Many educated Iraqis are sceptical of the state-run media and 
prefer to get their news from foreign radio stations. 

Bat one persistent fine of government information analysis is 
striking a receptive chord: The allies went to war to prevent Iraq 
from growing into a major military and economic force — and to 
remove Saddam. 

It is an assessment shared by leading U.S. expens on the 
■Middle Eas t 

“Very early an after the bombing began, we (the United States) 
began using it as an instrument to achieve broader objectives that 
have nothing to do with Kuwait,” said Yahia Sadowski. a Middle 
East expert at the Brookings Institution in Washington. 


“Crippling Iraq's military capability to play a role in tbe region 
in tbe future. Crippling the economic capability to sustain that 
sort of military role.” 

Bush himself provided evidence of the changed war aims, 
Sadowski said, by encouraging Iraqis to overthrow Saddam. 

. On Tuesday, the U.S. president shrugged off a Soviet peace 
plan reported to provide for Iraq’s withdrawal from Kuwait in 
return for Moscow’s commitment to oppose any moves to 
dismantle the structure of the Iraqi state and “punish” Sad dam 
for the war. 

Bush said the Soviet plan, worked out as preparations for an 
allied ground offensive gathered pace, fell short of U.S. require- 
ments. ’The goals have been set out ... Fm not going to give,” he 
said. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Some experts say that turning Saddam's removal into the 
undeclared but widely-understood objective of the Gulf war 
makes it easier to pursue a conflict which otherwise might have 
sparked popular opposition. 

According to the latest public opinion poll, 78 per cent of 
Americans approve of the U.S. having gone to war. 

According to Sadowski, painting the Gulf conflict as a war 
against evil represented by Saddam is a technique with a proven 
track record in the United States, “a country which is very 
dubious about the strategic rationale of U.S. intervention in the 
Third World.” 

“Bush did the same with (General Manuel Antooio) Noriega in 
Panama," Sadowski said. “We weren’t at war with Panama, we 
were at war with Noriega.’’ 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 

Peace prospects 

rekindle hopes 

for economic 
recovery 


Bj Dr. Failed Fanek 


JORDAN’S economy was not at its best before the Gulf crisis. It 
was' undergoing a tough adjustment programme, supcpnsea oy 
the foteraSal Monetary Fhnd (IMF). Tbestinuted ofhvmg 
was already 40 per cent below die level of 1987 and unemploy- 
ment ranged between 16 to 20 per cent of the labour force and 
new investments were at a standstill. . 

• During die first five months of the cuss before the shooting 
war, Jordan suffered a lot. Only the Kuwaiti economy suffered 

more. In one strike Jordan lost all tbe Arab aid that was flowing at 

the rate of $400 to $600 million a year, half of tbe expatriates 
remittances and one third of its export market. Interna lly, th e 
major victims were the sectors of tourism, transport, external 
trade and agriculture. 

In other words, roost of the possible losses under war have 
actually taken place before the wax. 

Two major risks were always under consideration: Israeli 
intervention and interruption of ofl supplies from Iraq. After two 
weeks of active war, tbe risk of the Israeli aggression subsided. If 
Israel is not allowed to retaliate to painful Iraqi strikes at the heart 
of its capital, most likely it will not be allowed to initiate an 
aggression against Jordan. The Arab coverage provided by the 
con tin^ M Syrian and Egyptian participation in the coalition 
against Iraq is more valuable to America than Israeli direct 
assistance in the war efforts. 

The flow of Iraqi ofl to Jordan continued under war conditions 
for two weeks hot at a lower level. In the last two days of January, 
American fighters struck against Jordanian oil tankers without 
warning. They lolled 14 drivers and injured 30. 

On second thought, America expressed regret for tbe incident 
and the l an to s r es um ed their activity. This time, the American 
fighter s (fid not only hit the Jordanian tankers bat also struck 
j» g *m%t the loading facilities in Iraq to render Jordanian importa- 
tion of Iraqi ofl impossible. 

Due to tiie lack of storage facilities Jordan does not main tain 
huge oil reserves and civilian needs are covered for around three 
weeks of normal consumption. Jordan is dependent on ofl for 99 
per cent of afl its energy needs. 

The thud risk that Jordan is subjected to is its transportation 
with the outride world. Since the war erupted, air transport was 
curtailed. All Arab and foreign airlines suspended their services 
to Amman air port. Hie Royal Jordanian continued to operate 
around three flights a day to secure a mrnimnm connection to the 
outside world through Vienna. Larnaca and Cairo. Sea transport 
was also severely curtailed. Tbe freight and insurance charges 
became prohibitive. This was not affecting imports only, it was 
also affecting exports of phosphate, potash, cement and fertflizGES- 
which are toe main foreign exchange earners. 

The Iraqi acceptance of toe Soviet peace plan revived ^o^es 
that peace may be restored at an early stage and that the war wjD: 
be halted. Shook! that happen, tbe Jordanian economy will beraa 
position to bounce back almost immediately. All tbe production "i 
fidon tre intact although they 'ire now underutilised. - 

•' • ■ " ‘ 


Utopia, revisited 

By Ssdtwan Batameh 

SENTIMENTS such' as happiness, frustration, or contentment 
are relative concepts, -measured only by contrast. They are 
functions of varied perspectives and hostages to the passage of 
time. Seasons turn, fortunes ebb and flow, wounds eventually 
heal, and souls forever scar. 

National psyches are not exempt of such mutations. Japan 
endured waves of hara kiri, elsewhere known as suicide, after her 
defeat in World War II, but recovered nicely because of the 
strong Japanese belief in themselves and their unwavering loyalty 
to the emperor, the symbol of the Japanese spirit. The Argentine, 
on toe other hand, never quite survived Peron or the Falkland 
defeat. Brazilians habitually go through national trauma each 
time they lose the World Cup. And, according to a maverick 
historian I know, the English were never the same after that 
idiotic charge by the Light Brigade. 

Jordan passed through its own emotional cycles as well. The 
country suffered a binge of self-satisfied complacency in the late 
seventies before the cumulative sins of fiscal profligacy and 
economic mismanagement wiped off that smug smile from our 
faces in 1988. Then, just as the country was resurfacing into the 
brightness of well-being, the wbole of the Arab World entered a 
new danger zone of cataclysmic nature. 

Jordan's very survival now hinges not on any externalities but 
upon toe inner strengths and moral cohesion of the people. They 
must dose ranks and keep their spirit high, unfluttered by the 
onunous din of war, and undejected by calamities and pain. The . 
time has come for the antion to turn its collective gaze inward, 
and begin to count its blessings: a benevolent and sage monarch of 
"u la ashemite lineage; a fledgling parliamentary democracy 
that offers more freedom of expression than is allowed American 
dissenters of Arab ancestry; and a proud people who have always 
kept the faith and shared their last loaf of bread with their 
brethren. 

Normally, I am not given to maudlin sentiments, nor content 
with anything less than perfection for my country. Therefore, I 
a *K yS rcga T ded n>s y comparisons with other Third World 
and Arab countries as pointless arguments expressing defeatist 
attitudes. I have always felt that Jordanian governments must be 
^ evaluated on toe basis of a single criteria: the progress 
achieved towards reach, ng the ambitious and visionary goal! set 
by the Hashemite leadership. Nevertheless, the cold realities now 
ral! for a new perspective. In a world where Jordanians cannot 

but m JonJan ’ where we are shunned and 
hassfedas Arabs and, more specifically, as Jordanians we cannot 

'-- £al - WI ?“" ° Ur *!“■ mend the fences, 'and protect 
Surrounded by so much hatred, treachery, and 
backwardness, a little jingoism may now be appropriate Not so 

of Jordan; lovc h or leave WASTES iff 

rf y0U cann ° I leave il ’ *** y° u better love it. 

And there are so many reasons to love this country Inside a 
days nde you can enjoy both the lush, bountiftil DeadSea^flL 
ancTto* and. enigmatic ] Eastern Desen. You can frolic on the tot 

Si? ^ mornin g’ hike through toe 
weezy w>ods of Ajloun s mountains by dusk. Yet the beauty of 
the land is more than matched by the gewdness of its nerrafe TaS 
to your countrymen and you shall feel £ 

contend ^ **■>«■*« 

can defend it from the lurking en^ oH? I*™** 1 '*- °* 7°* 
your own SDea’a! wav ° r ^ y° u «« nurture it in 

^ ** Jordan is our 

a stormy sea of evil! It is, for us,^^°° n ' U M 111 
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Why we lost the 
media war 

To the Editor: 

IT TOOK Israel about five minutes to change its image from an 
aggressor to a victim id the on-going Gulf war. How did Israel do 
it? It is very easy, and convenient, for us to say that Zionists 
contro ‘ ^ '*“f tern . ®edia and that the western media are 
naturally biased against the Arabs. These so-callfcd reasons are 
nothing but a coverap for our own failure to reach the western 
media, and through*, the western masses. The time has come for 
□s to stop using Zionist organisations, western bias, and the 
Jewish lobby m the U.S. as scape goats for our failures 
The reasons for our inability to reach the western masses on our 
own, or through the western media are not entirely external We 
have been losing the media war because we were never ready to 
fight it a™, as it seems, we do not even know how to fight it 
It seems that our media people do not know bow to deal with 
the western media. They do not understand that there are 
differences between the local audience and the western audience- 
therefore we should have a different media policy for each 
audience. On the other hand, we cannot react to the western 
media as we react towards our own media. By dealing with the 
western media, and the people in the West, like we deal with our 
own media and people, we committed a very grave mistake. This 
mistake is costing us a lot. 

There are hundreds of foreign reporters here in Jordan. What 
have we done to.take advantage of this huge media presence? Not 
only did we not take advantage of this - opportunity but we als o 
managed to turn this presence against our goals of showing a true 
and honest picture of what is going on in this part of the world. 

Let me give a small example of our inability to deal - with the 
western media. The night when the foreign minis ter announced 
that oar tankers and civilian cars were hit by the U.S. allied 
forces, every reporter in Jordan was trying to get some more 
information about this aggression against civilian targets. What 
did we do to provide this information? Nothing. The same night, 
all the information that was available was what we saw on the 
local news. And although the local news are good for the local 
consumption, it is not appropriate for western, and foreign, 
audience. What would have happened if the same thing happened 
in Israel. The Israelis, I am sure, would have had an immediate 
press conference and invited all the press that was available to this 
conference. Some of the victims would be also present with the 
impact of their horrible experience still apparent. The Israelis 
would also provide a government spokesman that knows at least 
two languages. The whole world, in that case would be watching 
what the government of Israel wanted to show. In our case, the 
media had to wait for the next day to get any kind of information. 
There was a press conference in the A1 Hussein Medical City. 
This conference was more damaging than helpful. The media was 
told they would be .allowed to see one of the victims . The person 
that they saw was injured eight days before the tanker's incident 
and was an Iraqi bedouin. He had a human and touching story to 
teh but why couldn’t we show the world the story of this innocent 
victim before? By the time the press got to it, it was old news. No 
western reporter, in his/her right mind, will share a story that is at 
least a week old with his/her audience. The press was in the 
hospital to see -the victims of the tankers bombing. They were 
shown none. Manybf them left the hospital with the impression 
that there were no injured, nor dead, civilians. This impression, I 
am sure, readied these reporters’ audience. 

The media is as important as the military in these days. We 
cannot ignore the impact of the media. We have to understand its 
importance and we have to know how to deal with it in a way that 
will benefit us and present a true and honest picture to what is 
going op- The road towards this goal is long and difficult, but we 
nave no choice but to take ot because- it may mean the difference 
in the outcome of our sojiggie. 

Mustafa TeB, 

Amman. 

Not a banana republic 

To the Editor: 

The fierce steadfastness that Iraq has been conducting in the 
past month against the ourageous bombardment of Iraqi cities 
seems to be driving the American commander-in-chief crazy. 
People monitoring American President George Bush's statements 
and deemoas believe that he feels personally humiliated by Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein and the Iraqi people in their ability to 
try to wear out the U.S.-allied super forces. 

Actually, President Bush felt humiliated from the beginning of 
the crisis soon after the Iraqi takeover of Kuwait last August, but 
the humiliation grew as President Saddam continued to resist 
American and Western .pressure to withdraw from Kuwait even 
after war broke out. 

Now, over one month into the extrmely heavy bombardment of 
Iraqi cities, Mr. Saddam said he would give up Kuwait, but still 
insisted on linking the Palestinian problem and other regional 
issues equally. The Iraqi president’s consistency in these demands 
seems to be making Mr. Bush very uneasy, calling it a "cruel 
hoax." 

Earlier in the war. the American president explicitly stated that 
-he would accept nothing less than an unconditional surrender 
.from Iraq. One would think that all of Mr. Bush's experts would 
have known and told him that Mr. Saddam is not a man to 
^surrender, and has absolutely no problem with dying a martyr 


who fought for a just -cause. 

Then he went into charging Mr. Saddam with war crimes after 
the first batch of American and allied pilots were captured by- 
Iraq. It seems that Mr. Bush had problems trying to differentiate 
between a leader like Mr. Saddam and one like Manuel Noriega. 
Not only is the Iraqi president a straight man who does not live off 
selling cocaine, but his country is far from being a banana 
republic. Because it is so far-fetched, one can never imagine Mr. 
Saddam in a striped outfit with a prison number on him in ihe 
U.S.. Things on this side of the world just don't happen in such a 
manner. 

Out of desperation. Mr. Bush then asked the Iraqi people to 
overthrow their president — a statement made after his planes 
bombarded and killed hundreds of civilians in the Amiriveh bomb 
shelter. 

Mr. Bush's miscalculations seem to be on the rise. Did he really 
think that after his planes have been trying to wipe out cities, 
along with its civilians, that these same civilians would actually 
listen to the commander-in-chief of an enemy country? On the 
contrary, such a statement from the leader of the enemy state 
would only make the Iraqis cling more to their own leader and 
sovereignty. 

Mr. Bush's desperation showed clearly through his far-from- 
diplomatic. far-from-statesman-like terminology before the out- 
break of war. He was quoted several times as saying to his 
colleagues that he would "kick Saddam's ass" out of Kuwait. It 
became dear that the conflict became very personal. 

Then he refers to Mr. Saddam as a "lying s.o.b.*’ Incredible. 
The man is losing his marbles! He must have forgotten that he is 
the president of the greatest nation on earth. We must remember 
that despite the use of such vulgur language from the U.S. 
president, Mr. Saddam has always maintained his dignity by never 
using similar terminology against leaders who have'betrayed him 
and those who insulted him for months. 

Perhaps what is bothering Mr. Bush and his likes is that his 
great superpower has lost its control over the Arab region. Maybe 
what is bothering him is that not all Arab leaders are his lackies 
who would agree with him on every single subject under the sun. 
What is bothering him is that the Iraqi president was able to gather 
so much support by the Arab and Muslim masses. What is 
bothering him is that he now knows that he and his country would 
not be able to dictate what they want any longer, because 
President Saddam has provided the Arabs with an example that 
the Western superpowers don’t always have to have their way. 
even if they are attacked with sophisticated high-tech weaponry’. 

It is time the Americans get down from their pedestal and stop 
treating the Arab countries as if they were banana republics. The 
people will not accept what the Americans have to dictate from 
now on. 

When American officials speak of "keeping His Majesty King 
Hussein because there is no alternative." they speak as though 
they can decide who stays and who goes. Well, it does not work 
like that any more. The Arab people will decide for themselves 
whom they want as a leader, and the Americans are truly 
mistaken if they believe that they can control our region in the 
future. 

This is what must be bothering Mr. Bush. The rules of the 
American superpower game are being changed in this part of the 
world after President Saddam did what he did since Aug. 2. Mr. 
Bush must be feeling these new characteristics and that is 
precisely why he blames President Saddam and why he will reject 
any peaceful solution that provides some honour for Iraq and the 
Arabs. But if Mr. Bush wants to fight to the end, he probably 
realises that his great empire too is coming to an end. 


Maha A1 Hilu, 
Amman. 


Friends 


To the Editor: 




T hear reports of the Jordanian -Palestinian relations are de- 
teriorating. I would like you and your readership to know how I 
feel as a German who has estabsb'shcd good relations with your 
people when I was in Jordan. 

Dear Jordanians, 

In the years between 1980-1982 I lived among you in Jordan 
and those years have remained in my memory as the best part of 
my life. But thinking of you and places I know in Jordan makes 
me sad. I am saddened not only because of the war in the region 
and its repercussions on human existence and the environment 
but also because a small number of German citizens ar^ 
responsible for the possible vast destruction of the Middle East by 
selling arms and providing military technology. 

As a 20-year-old student of civil engineering I would like to let 
you know that our younger generation is begging for peace and 
more individual responsibility towards attaining it. German 
history was marked by dreadful events during the past 100 years. 
Nevertheless, the recent peaceful German unity can be an 
example of attaining objectives in a non-violent manner. 

I have always been very grateful for the friendliness of 
Jordanians. I do not know whether the German government 
knows of its responsibility, but I hope I will be able to visit 
Jerusalem as well as Baghdad when they become peaceful cities 
hopefully soon. 

May peace be with us. 

Xngo Dewald- Werner, 

Germany. 


I would not have 
believed it 

To the Editor: 

When anyone asks me why I am protesting against the war in 
the Gulf, I reply that I would only undertake deadly, or 
potentially deadly, force against someone if he or she directly and 
clearly threatened my life. Consequently. I would not undertake 
deadly force against anyone in any other circumstances, and I 
consider the undertaking of force in any non-life theatening 
circumstances murder. I resent, I abhor, I loathe, I deeply, 
deeply, detest and hate die lolling that George Bush is undertak- 
ing in my name as an American. I feel completely powerless to 
alter the great wrongs that are being done to the Iraqi people, I 
feel as though many Iraqis must consider me a murderer. I wish I 
could explain how 1 feel. Let me try. 

The similarities between the behaviour of the Bush administra- 
tion and the Hitler's Third Reich, more than 50 years ago, are 
striking. Bush used a conspiracy theory to galvanise national 
sentiment against the Iraqis, much as Hitler used a similar 
groundless conspiracy theory against the Jews to unite the gentile 
German people; Hitler committed genocide against the Jews, and 
we will see the unfortunate results of Bush’s "lander and gender" 
carpet bombing: tens of thousands of Iraqis dead. We see other 
parallels between the Third Reich and the Bush administration: 
the display’s of nationalistic, flag-waving, almost militant patriot- 
ism; the forging of unnatural and convenient (some might say 
immoral) international alliances; control of the press; and last, the 
nauseating scapegoating of a people by a country whose people 
are tired of hearing bad news about their own declining economic 
strengh. The duped American people are only too willing to listen 
to Bush and the Pentagon talk about American strength, even if it 
is only the bloody and ephemeral military kind. 

There is disturbing, although circumstantial, evidence, moreov- 
er. to suggest that the whole conflict between Kuwait and Iraq 
was encouraged by the CIA. I refer to an article in the Jan. 7, 
1991 New Yorker. (See pages 42-45). This article also implies that 
incipient, potentially successful peace initiatives were thwarted by 
the Bush administration. 

Any actions of retaliation by Saddam Hussein, including the 
attacks on civilians in Tel Aviv and Riyadh, can be blamed 
squarely on the Bush administration, therefore, and its brutal 
racist, anti- Arab policy in the Gulf. Why shouldn’t an Arab power 
have major industry, be allowed “ a place at the political table" 
with the Judeo-Christian powers, and be accorded respect and 
consideration? If there is no need for Saddam Hussein, or anyone 
else, to attack us, why should he? 

I am not an Arab by birth, but today my heart is with all 
oppressed Arabs. I would not believe this criminal, insane war to 
be of America if I had not seen it with my own eyes. 

Cassie Moher, 
Chicago, Illinois, 
USA. 

‘Western democracies’ 

To the Editor: 

THE tripod cm which the American president based his decision to 
shoot it out in the Gulf, namely: the Zionist lobby, the interests of 
oil companies and the interests of the arms manufacturers, coupled 
with self images of false grandeur, just like his predecessor, for 
when he made his decision, he most have foreseen the situation as 
Armageddon being made and that IIE is at the helm, not to 
mention a host of domestic problems, personal and otherwise, that 
by themselves would lure him to grab the opportunity to diverse 
the attention elsewhere; all these reasons make it very dear to us 
that this a CRUSADE against the Arabs and Muslims with the aim 
of keeping us on our knees and the continuation of exploiting mu- 
nches and resources. It has nothing to do with reinstalling 
democracy in Kuwait, because what had not been there in the first 
place could never be reinstalled. 

Armageddon it mty be, but a fight between good and evil it is. 
And good is never motivated by purely selfish, unscrupulous and evil 
designs that call for the control of others and deckling their destiny, 
nor it is "Arabs and Muslims must bear the responsibility for die 
recession in your economy, your high inflation rates and ta king the 
blame for high unemployment figures." And surely good is not to ■ 
make us pay for the atrocities committed tty the Nazis, communists 
and other European democracies against the Jews; who with the 
help and protection of the same old tyrants are committing worse 
actions against the Arabs and Muslims all over die Middle East. 

Your politicians and media project the Iraqi president as a 
dictator, motivated by selfish reasons. I am not going to defend 
him, as I do not think he needs to be defended, I will just ask you to 
compare him to a president who bribed and coerced twenty seven 
countries, twenty six if you exdude Britain, winch is obviously after 
getting revenge from both the Americans and the Arabs for its 
faflures in Iran and Egypt daring the fifties, into fighting his own 
battle with him, when surely be did not need them, but how else 
could be have cladded his evfl designs with legitimacy. A president 
who refused to acknowledge the responsibility of his country 
towards the turmoil in the Middle East and thus accept to allow for 
the convening of an international conference to solve die problems 
in tins part of the world once and for all, under the pretext of “not 
rewarding an aggressor” as he put; but he rather accepted to 
sacrifice the blood of his fellow compatriots for his false pride, or 
was it to make the Middle East safe for the Zionist state. A 


president who accused the president of Iraq of systematic destruc- 
tion of Kuwait, but when be realised that his aggression is not 
getting him to where he wants he took it upon him self to 
systematically destrnct Iraq, its infrastructure and its dvilisaliou. A 
president who realised that his military might has foiled to destroy 
die military means of Iraq, so he turns to bombing the Iraqi 
civilians and massacring them in the hope that it mil turn them 
against their leadership. A president who prases courage but -the 
only courageous act he is known to have taken is standing in front 
of TV cameras and lying with a straight face about his real moti ves 
behind sending his soldiers to the Middle East and lying about the 
bombing of civilians and civilian targets in the aftermath. A 
president who succeeded in making tyrants like Hitler and Nero 
turn in their graves with jealousy. Now who befits the title 
“dictator”? That is for you to contemplate over. 

Armageddon it is! But we prefer to call it "the mother of all 
battles.” When it is over the White House shall be clad in black, for 
it has harboured evil quite a long time. George “the butcher” Bush 
will realise that be miscalculated, he will find out the hard way that 
what he is doing to Iraq and the Iraqi people will not turn them 
against their leadership, that to the contrary it gave them the proof 
to his diabolical designs. He will find out that the history lie was 
made to read about the Arabs and their heritage is false; because 
bad he read their true history first, he then would have realised that 
throughout the history of mankind many tyrants bad committed the 
mistake of trying to destrnct the civilisation in this part of the 
world, and not only did they foil but they paid heavily for tbeir 
blunders, just as is bound to happen to him this time as well. The 
Western allies shall discover how grave a mistake they have 
committed, that in addition to the hnge losses they are destined to 
sustain, they, wOl end up with a “camel's complex.” For your 
benefit a camel’s complex stems out of the fact that camel caravans 
travelling in the deserts form a single line of camels, each of which 
has its reins tied to the tafl of the camel ahead, but the foremost’ 
camel has its reins tied to the tail of a donkey. It seems the camels 
do not mind the hardships of the desert, it is being led by a donkey 
that gives them a complex. 

War is not a joke neither is dying in a war, but it sure beats the hell 
out of living as the underdog. 

Aziz Abu R umman , 
P.O. Box 140, 
Sweileh, 
Jordan 

Suffer the little 
children 

To the Editor: 

WhOe our eyes are fixed in shock and horror towards the East 
on the horrible destruction being wrought on our friends and 
neighbours the Iraqis; and with a feeling of sickness and despair 
towards the West because of the terrible hatred that is directed 
towards all of us as Arabs, a problem which has slowly been 
creeping up on us for the last two years has been gaining 
momentum. 

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) recently published 
the results of a survey it did, to identify the economic effects of 
the Gulf crisis on the Jordanian family and stated that one third of 
our country’s population is living below the poverty line. 

What is the definition of poverty line, you may ask. Well, it has 
been defined as a family of six to seven people, living on JD S9 per 
month. When you think of fixed expenses like rent, water, 
electricity and transportation needed to get to and from work (if 
work is available) that really doesn’t leave much for luxuries like 
food and medicine! Which brings me to the problem "undernutri- 
tion.” 

There are families in. Jordan where the children only have 
breakfast every other day because'' there is not enough to go 
around. A family of 11 people will sit down to a meal of tea, 
bread, one or two onions and one or two tomatoes. Children are 
fainting in school because they haven't had breakfast or supper 
the night before. I wish these stories were something out of a 
novel about Africa but *’.cy are not, nor are they problems 
confined to a small, well defined, easily reachable group of 
people: 18 per cent of our population is below five years of age. 
Assuming poverty is distributed among children as it is in the 
population as a whole that means there are 198,000 children 
below five years who need our help so that malnutrition won’t 
take hold, and so their brains can grow and develop properly. 
Brain development and growth is most rapid during the first two 
years of life, a time when proper nutrition is essential. If children 
miss out on the chance their brains won’t get another chance to 
make up for lost time. There are also 374,000 children between 
five and IS years of age, 41,666 pregnant women and about 20,833 
lactating women all of whom have heightened nutritional needs 
which are probably not being met because of economic hardship. 

The problem is there and won't go away because we choose not 
to think about it. We have a wonderful, valuable and highly 
resourceful institution in Jordan called the Jordanian mother who 
has so for with every means available to her tried to avert the 
disaster she can see happening before 1 her eyes. Isn’t there 
something that can be done to help her insure her health, and the 
. health and proper growth and development of our most valuable 
resource: oar children? 

Linda Abn Jaber, M.D., 
Amman . 
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■ CROWN 
INT’L EST. | 
packing, shipping. I 
forwarding, storage , 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 



- The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
-1; in Jordan - 

MCirde. Jabai Amman, near 

■' ANiyyah Girls School 

Open -daily 12:00-3:30 

" 6:30-Midnigbt 

Tol.S3$M8 



Ta I EASTERN 


DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING 
AIR <N SEA FREIGHT 


TEL: 621 775 FAX : 656270 | 
TLX: 23 0 23 POB:$15 408 _ 

AMMANFORD AN 
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/ CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

6:30 -Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
sizm 30 96 largmr 

• Prom mnimrgm - 
moot 20 x 30 cm 

Shmesani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 




4 Rent&Sale 

Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or urtfur-l 
fished. 

Also many tots of land are] 
available for sale. 

For further details, pleasel 
call 

lAbdonn Real 


jTel. 810605, 810609, 

Fax: 810520. 


RENT 

Sandi Real Estate 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 







FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

open Daily 12.30-3-30 pm 

7.30-TT.30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Ibwafds 3rd circle 


Tel 659519 659520 
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Tim Regency Palace Hotel 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 


: The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room— I 
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Amman - Tel. 668193 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
’ Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 
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MONEY... 
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in the 
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Nlorcell wins the 
indoor Athletics 


mile at U.S. 
Championships 


NEW YORK (AP) — Noured- 
cfine Morceli. the sensational 20* 
year-c id Algerian, made another 
serious run at the world indoor 
mile record, but settled for meet 
and treiek marks in winning at the 
Mobil Indoor Track and Field 
Championships. 

Morceli, running without the 
aid of a pacesetter, ran out front 
throughout and was on pace to 
break Eamoirn Coghlan's world 
record of 3 minutes, 49.78 
seconds going into the final 
quarter-coile. 

But without anyone to push 
him around Madison Square Gar- 
den’s slow ll-laps-to-the-mile 
track, Morceli slowed and 
finished in 3:52.99. easily break- 
ing the meet mark of 3:54.98 set 
by Sydney Maree in 1985 and the 
track record of 3:53.0 set by 
Coghlan in 1981. 

Morceli had a small, but loud 
cheering section among the 
crowd of 12,483. When be was 
introduced, the group chanted his 
name and held up banners. The 
chanting continued and was 
accompanied by hand-clapping 
when the race began. 

Morcelf s unofficial times were 
58.8 for the first quarter, 1:55.5 at 
the half-mile and 2:52.9 for three 
quarters. Bat the fast early pace 
finally took its toll on Morceli. 
winner of all three of his mile 
races in the United States this 
season. 

His previous victories were 
3:53.50 in the Millrose Games at 
the Garden on Feb. i and 
3:50.81, the third-fastest mile 
ever, in the Meadowlands Invita- 
tional at East Rutherford, New 
Jersey, on Feb. 8. 

Ireland's Marcos O'Sullivan, 
who trailed Morceli in both those 
races, again was a distant second, 
in 3:58.62. 


Meanwhile, Lance Deal shat- 
tered the world indoor record in 
the 35-pound (15.9 kilogramme) 
weight throw and produced the 
thrce-longest throws in history, 
while Diane Dixon won a record 
10th national title. 

Deal, 29, uncorked his best 
throw on bis sixth and final 
attempt, reaching 79 feet, 3% 
inches (24.17 metres). 

That was 9% indies (23 cen- 
timetres) farther than the pre- 
vious mark of 78-614 feet (23.9 
metres), set by Tore Johnsen of 
Norway at Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, on Feb. 25, 1984. 
Deal, a 1988 Olympian, also had 
surpassed Johnsen ’$ record on his 
thin! throw, with a heave of 79-2 
(24.13 metres). 

Two other notable throws for 
Deal were his second — 78-3 
(23.85 metres), breaking the 
American record of 78-014 (23.78 
metres) be set in this meet last 
year — and his fifth, 78-1114 
(24.06 metres). 

Deal's other two throws sailed 
77-1% (23.52 metres) and 76-5 
(23.31 metres), giving him a 
series average of 78-214 (23.85 
metres), the best ever. 

“Coming into this meet, I hon- 
estly believed the record was 
within reach," Deal said at Prin- 
ceton, where the 35-pound (15.9 , 
kilogramme) weight throw — and 
all the other weight events — was 
conducted. 

The victory gave Deal his third 
straight national title and fourth 
in five years. 

The 6-2 (1.88 metres tall). 238- 
pound f 108-kilogramme) Deal, a 
native of Casper, Wyoming, was 
one of five throwers to surpass 
the 70-foot (21.30-merre) barrier, 
believed to be the first time that 
has happened in the same meet. 

Jud Logan, the national cham- 


pion from 1984-86, finished 
second at 75-8 (23.06 metres). He 
was followed by Ken Flax at 71-4 
(21.74 metres), Jim Driscoll with 
a personal-best 70-5% (21.48 
metres), and Cbrisropbe Ephale 
of France at 70-1 V4 (21.44 
metres). 

Dixon's victory in the women’s 
100 metres was her ninth in a row 
and 10th since 1981. It made her 
the winningest woman in meet 
history and tied her with race 
walker Henry Laskau, a winner 
from 1948-57, for the most victor- 
ies in meet history. 

The triumph also clinched the 
overall women's Mobil Grand 
Prix tide for Dixon, 26. She also 
won the overall Grand Prix in 
1986. 

In the two-heat final, ran on a 
time basis, Dixon was timed in 
52.38 seconds. 

In one of the most thrilling 
races of the championships, Suzy 
Favor, the 1990 NCAA indoor 
and outdoor mOe champion from 
Wisconsin and the national out- 
door titleholder, took the indoor 
crown. 

Favor staged a gutty rally in the 
final stretch to overtake world 
indoor record-holder Doina 
Melinte of Romania at the tape. 
Favor was timed in 4:37.55 to 
Meiinte's 4:37.59. 

Michael Johnson, top-ranked 
in the world at 200 metres, won 
his second straight national in- 
door 400 title in 46.70. 

Greg Foster, the world indoor 
record-holder in the 60-metre 
Hurdles, won .his sixth national 
indoor tide in 7.49. 

Although be foiled to come 
close to his world mark of 7.36, 
Foster was m command after 
overtaking defending champion. 
Tony Dees, who hit the first 
hurdle. 


“It felt easy,” said Foster, 
whose other titles came in 1983- 
85 and 1987-88. 

Jack Pierce (7.61) beat two- 
time Olympic gold medalist Ro- 
ger Kingdom (7.67) for second 
place. 

Cuba's Andres Simon, the 1989 
world indoor champion at 60 
metres, ended Andre Cason's 
four-race winning streak, taking 
-the dash in 6.58. 

Cason and Daron Council, the 
two conquerors of Ben Johnson 
thk season, finished 2-3 in 6.60 
and 6.65, respectively. 

Michelle Finn won the 
women's 60 for the second 
straight year, clocking 7.16, 
edging defending champion 
Gwen Torrence, the runner-up in 
7.17. 

Kim McKenzie, the 1981 
Olympic bronze medalist in the 
women's 100-metre hurdles, won 
the 60 metre hurdles in 8.12, far 
ahead of Cuba's Alin&ka Lopez, 
the runner- up in 8.21. 


Other field event winners in- 
cluded Juliana Yendork of Wal- 
nut, California, high with a 
national scholastic record of 43- 
OVi (13.12 metres) in the women’s 
triple jump; Frank Rutherford of 
the Bahamas in the men’s triple 
jump at 54-814 (16.67 metres); 
Carol Lewis in the women’s long 
jump, 21-6% (6.56 metres); 
Llewllyn Starks in the men's long 
jump, 26-4% (8.04 metres); Ron 
Backes in the men’s shot put. 
67-1% (20.45 metres) and Connie 
Price-Smith in the women’s shot 
put, 61-10% (18.85 metres). 

The first two American 
finishers in most finals qualified 
for the U.S. team that will com- 
pete in the World Indoor Cham- 
pionships at Seville, Spain, on 
March 8-10. 


Krabbe takes 1st win 
for united Germany 


PARIS (R) — Kanin Krabbe 
added another jewel to an 
already well-adorned crown 
Saturday when she became the 
first athlete to claim victory for a 
reunited Germany. 

Krabbe, winner of three gold 
medals in the blue vest of fbist 
Germany at last year’s European 
Championships, donned the 
white and red of the Federal 
Republic to race to a comfortable 
win in foe women's 60 metres at a 
six-nations tournament. 


It was the first time that an 
all-German team had lined up in 
an athletics international. 

The tall, blonde athlete, who 
said she was suffering from a 
slight cold, had a slowish start 
and finished in a relatively mod- 
est 7.22 seconds. 

But it was enough to beat Irina 


Sergeeva of the Soviet Union, 
who had triumphed earlier over 
European 400 metres champion 
Grit Brener of Germany in the 
200 metres, into second place. 

Sergeeva set the world's best 
- indoor time of the season of 22.59 
seconds in the 200. 

.Spain had an early flourish at 
the- meeting with Sandra Myers 
docking the best time of the year 
and setting a national record 
when she won the women's 400 
metres in 51.82 seconds. 

Cayetano Comet made it a 
Spanish double by taking the 
men's race over the same. distance 
in 46.48 seconds. 

European Champion Monique 
Ewanje-Epee of France also set a 
best indoor time of the year and a 
■national record in winning the 
women's 60 metres hurdles in 
7.82 seconds. 


U.S. to test 1994 venues 
with international series 


LOS ANGELES (R) — The U.S. 
Soccer Federation win test sever- 
al potential venues for the 1994 
World Cup with a series of inter- 
national matches beginning next 
month. Federation President 
Alan Rothenberg said Thursday. 

“It is our aim to stage the best 
World Cup in soccer history and 
make no mistake about it, we will 
do that," Rothenberg told a news 
conference to announce the 
second annual North American 
Nations Cup tournament. 

The North American Nations 
Cup between the national teams 


of the United States, Mexico and 
Canada will be held in Los 
Angeles on March 12, 14 and 16. 
Canada won the inaugural 
tournament held in Vancouver 
last year. 

“The North American Nations 
Cup is extremely important to 
development of our national 
team," Rothenberg said. 

“We must continue to provide 
the best possible competition for 
the U.S. national team so that 
our competitiveness in the world 
arena will .increase,” he con- 
tinued. 
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JUST ENOUGH ENTRIES 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* 9 4 
7 A 9 

0 J 10984 

* A Q 3 2 

WEST EAST 

4 J 8 7 5 * 10 62 

9J10 4 7 Q 8 5 3 

0 A Q 6 C- 7 S 2 

* 98 5 * K J 4 

SOUTH 

* AKQ3 
7 K 7 6 2 
0 K3 

* 10 7 6 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead; Jack of 9 
Every bid and every card played 
tells a story. Apply simple logic to 
the situation and you'll usually 
come up with the right answer. 

South lad just enough to scrape 
up a 15-17 point one-no-trump 
opening bid. North’s raise to three 
no trump was textbook. All that 
remained was to land the contract. 

On West’s lead of the jack of 
hearts (a spade was not attractive), 
declarer played low from dummy 


and East signalled with the five. De- 
clarer paused <o take stock. There 
were six fas tricks for the taking. 
Of the three needed to bring home 
the game, at least two would have to 
come from diamonds. 

The play to the first trick was 
revealing. The opening lead denied 
possession of the queen, and had 
East held the doubleton queen of 
hearts it would have been correct to 
unblock it on the first trick. There- 
fore. it looked as if hearts were go- 
ing to break 4-3. Since there were 
only two heart losers, declarer could 
afford to lose two diamond tricks as 
well. 

Once that inference was drawn, 
the correct technique became appar- 
ent. Declarer won the first trick in 
hand with the king and led the king 
of diamonds. West won the ace and 
tried valiantly by shifting to a club, 
but declarer did not get careless. 
South shot up with the table’s ace 
and forced out the queen of dia- 
monds, and the ace of hearts re- 
mained on (he board as an entry to 
the good diamonds. 

Note that if hearts were 5-2, de- 
clarer would still get home as long as- 
the defender who wins the second 
diamond has no more hearts. 


Bollegraf beats Martinez 
to reach Oklahoma semis 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma 
(R) — Manon Bollegraf of the 
Netherlands upset second-seeded 
Conchita Martinez of Spain 6-4 
6-1 to reach the semifinals of the 
Virginia Slims of Oklahoma 
Women’s Tennis Tournament. 

Top-seeded Jana Novotna of 
Czechoslovakia also advanced* to* 
the semifinals with an efficient 
6-3 6-1 win over seventh-seed 
Catarina Lindqvist of Sweden. 

In a quarterfinal battle of quali- 
fiers Lisa Bonder-Kreiss beat 
compatriot American Renata 
Baranski 6-0 6-3 and Anne Smith 
of the United States beat Austra- 
lian Anne Nfinter 6-0 6-4 in the 
other quarterfinal. 

Bollegraf will meet Smith and 
Novotna will face Bonder-Kreiss 
in the semifinals. 

Martinez, ranked 11th in the 
world, was playing in her first 
tournament since the Virginia 
Slims Championships last 
November. 

Bollegraf, seeded eighth, won 
this tournament in 1989 for her 


only victory on the main women’s 
tour. She was runner-up here last 
year. 


“I had a chance to be up 4-1 or 
5-1 in the first set, but I wound up 
down 4-3,” said Bollegraf, 
runner-up here last year and the 
winner in. 1989. “Then I played 
two good games and won the set. 
In the second set she missed three 
or four straight bails and just gave 
me a game. I just love this sur- 
face. It’s just right for me.” 


Novotna advanced to her 
eighth ranking in the world after 
reaching die finals of the Austra- 
lian Open where she beat Steffi 
Graf in the quarterfinals. She and 
lindqvist had split two previous 
matches. 


Lindqvist said Novotna is a 
much better player uow. 

“She used to hit much harder 
than she does now, but she made 
more errors,” lindqvist said. 
“Now she moves better and 
doesn’t make as many mistakes.” 


Lendl to play Rostagno 
for men’s indoor title 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (R) — 
Top-seed Ivan Lendl used a big 
serve and solid gronndstrokes to 
defeat Australian Darren Cahfll- 
7-6 6-3 to reach the semifinals of 
the S750, 000 * Men’s Indoor 
Championships. 

American Derrick Rostagno, 
the 11th seed, will face Lendl in 
Saturday's semifinals. Rostagno 
defeated 13th-seeded Cristiano 
Caratti of Italy 6-7 6-2 6-0. 

In another quarterfinal match, 
fifth-seeded Michael Chang defe- 
ated unseeded American Jeff 
Tarango 6-3 7-5. Tarango, a lucky 
loser from the qualifying round 
and ranked 138th, had replaced 
fourth-seeded Brad Gilbert who 
withdrew Wednesday. 

Defending champion Michael 
Stich of Germany earned the 
right to face Michael Chang with 
a 6-4 6-2 victory over Mark 
Koevermans of the Netherlands. 

Lendl and Cahill fought a close 
first set. Both players served hard 
and rallied from the baseline 
without breaking serve as games 
reached 6-6 and the tiebreak. 
Lendl took advantage of a Cahfll 
double-fault to surge ahead 4-1, 
then unleashed a series of 
groundstroke winners to take the 
sec and the tiebreak 7-2. 

Cahill, usually a serve and voV- 
leyer, was frequently kept at foe 
backcourt by Lendl’s dominating 
groundstrokes, and often beaten 
by foe passing shot when he 
ventured to net. 

Another stream of winners 
from Lendl cost Cahill the break 
to fall behind 3-1 in the second set 
and Lendl stayed ahead to take 
foe match 6-3 when Cahill netted 
a forehand return. 

“I felt half-way through foe 
tiebreak 1 had foe tiebreak under 
control," Lendl said. “But it 
doesn't mean you're going to win. 
Darren is too good a player to 
give many second chances.” 


Caratti said be suffered a men- 
tal lapse against Rostagno after 
playing 13 tough matches in three 
weeks. 

“After the first set, my light 
just turned out,” the Italian said. 

Chang and Tarango fought a 
predominantly baseline battle, 
fon-ing other into making 
errors. Chang needed a single, 
break in the first set to lead 4-2 
and bold onto foe advantage, 
winning the set 6-3. 

In foe second set, Tarango 
found his efforts to make winners 
thwarted by Chang's foot speed 
and quickly fell behind 2-0. The 
left-handed Tarango had flown 
bade from California after losing 
in foe Memphis qualifying, when 
Gilbert withdrew and took 
advantage of his lucky break. 

He forged a brief comeback in 
foe second set 2-2 and broke 
Chang when foe fifth seed, celeb- 
rating his 19th birthday that day, 
failed to serve out the match at 
5-4. 


But the respite was short-lived 
as Chang broke again for 6-5, 
then served out foe match 7-5 
when Tarango netted a back- 
hand. 

“It was a relief to win in the 
second set,” Chang said after 
nearly squandering foe second 
set. “Maybe Fm waiting for the 
other guy to lose it instead of 
going out there to win it.” 

Tarango, who upset foe pro-, 
vious round, was pleased to have 
reached foe quarter finals. 

“I wanted to definitely seize 
foe opportunity I got,” Tarango 
said. “I felt I should push myself 
harder to do better.” 

Stkfa's big serve was too much 
for Koevermans who reached foe 
quarterfinals when second- 
seeded Pete Sampras defaulted 
during their third-round match 
Thursday. 


Edberg ends Siemerink’s 
surprise run in Stuttgart 


STUTTGART, Germany (Agen- 
cies) — Dutch qualifier Jan 
Siemerink's remarkable ran of 
form at foe Stuttgart Classic ten- 
nis event came to an abrupt end 
when he was beaten 6-4 6-4 by 
world number one Stefan Edberg 
in Saturday’s semi-finals. 

The 20-year-old Dutchman 
lasted only 77 minutes against the 
Swedish Wimbledon champion, 
who reached foe 53rd Grand Prix 
final of his career. 

Siemerink, ranked 98th in the 
world, had produced foe best 
performance of his career by 
reaching foe last four of the $7 
million event with victories over 
Austrian Horst Skoff. Spaniard 
Sergi Bruguera and Soviet 
Andrei Cherkasov. 

In Sunday’s final Edberg will 
meet foe winner of Saturday’s 
second semifinal between 
France's Guy Forget, who beat 
Him on the way to winning foe 
Belgian Indoor title last Sunday, 
and Jonas Svensson of Sweden. 


Edberg cruised into foe semi- 
finals of Enrocard Classics Tennis 
Tournament, beating fellow 
Swede Magnus Gustafsson 6-2, 
6-3 Friday. 

Forget of France, foe hottest, 
player on. the tour who is seeking 
his third title of the year, also 
reached -.-the semifinal, beating 
Goran Ivanisevic 7-5, 7-6. 

Fbrget needed one hour, 38 
minutes to beat the third-seeded 
Yugoslav — never losing his ser- 
vice. 

Using deadly passing shots, be 
broke Ivanisevic at love to take 
foe first set. 

Ivanisevic saved a match point 
in foe 10th game of the second set 
and bad two serves at 6-6 in the 
tiebreak. But he made two errors 
at the net and Forget clinched foe 

match _ 

Forget, who has surged to no. 7 
in rankings, could be as high as 
no. 5 next week. 

Seventh-seeded Svensson beat 
Karel Novacek of Czechoslovakia 
7-6 (7-2), 6-2. 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY FEBRUARY 24, W 

By Thomas S. Pi##*. AsM Canott Right# Mm 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Since of a lot of minor details and 
some of the larger ones are falling 
in idace at present it may be 
possible for you to move forward 
with some larger plan that you 
thought might have to wait 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
This is the time for you to prepare 
for the future by consulting with 
the experts who can aid you to 
know more about what means the 
most of you.* 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Fine friends and active acquaint- 
ances see your best qualities and 
are willing to pretty much go along 
with what you would like them to 
do be the social. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have some pretty difficult situa- 
tions with one in power hoi if you 
will but compliment that person on 
what you have seen all will be ok. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have so many new 
ideas that are good that you would 
be wise to show friends and those 
dose to you for their friendly 
advise. 

LEO: (July 22 io August 21) Think 
in terms of romance and pleasing 
usual business, official or personal 
companions rather than trying to 
get them to see things your way. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) There are some very interest-' 
mg recreations that you can get off 


to with associates so instead of 
trying w arrive at meeting of 
ouads. 

LQ1RA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have many ptojeos to do 
but spend some time adding col- 
our, beauty and more charm to 

your surroundings and you can 
impress some bigwigs. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) This is certainly your day to 
spend as much time as possible at 
bobbies, recreations that win im- 
prove your spirit, body and sotiL. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Your desire for 
more happiness at home can be 
met if you drop points of conten- 
tion and let everyone be aware you 
are a loyal family person. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Yon now taw some 
pretty eager desire to get to pay 
some visits or make calls which is 
all right so long as you make them 
pleasant. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You want more money but 
you can best use today to fix your 
property so that it is more attrac- 
tive, has modem and up to date 
appliances. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Whatever you would like to do 
that makes you more attractive to 
look and agreeable to be with is 
just right for you so exude charm 
and magnetism. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



‘Til paint the den when I’m good 
and ready! Get off my back!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


ta w a w nh te these four jw riMak,' 
on* letter to each square, to form 
. four ardbwy words. 


MALGE 




I 




< 

1 CIMER 

\ 


JJ 


RUGLAF 


LLD 

□ 




BIHI 

RDY 

JL 

_u 


THE 

STATISTICIAN KUN 
THE COMPANY OK 
I WAS HE JUST THIS? 


n 


Now arrange the circled totters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


^^ Txxxxxrmm 


Yesterdays 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: AGONY UNITY - TACKLE SCURVY 
Answer That broker’s sales pitch was not vary 

rums 


convincing, which Is why 
ANY “STOCK" IN fT 


no one putl 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Betty Jorgensen 


ACROSS 
1 Blot's Msmer 
6 Girt 

10 Parent 

14 Word on a US 
coin 

15 Russ, sea 

16 Enthusiastic 

17 LaL donee 
music 

18 Hip bones 

19 Seines 

20 Mary to 
Mother Goose 

23 Vast expanse 

24 Abound 

29 Rig type 

28 Roams about 

31 Lion 

35 Yankee 
Doodle 
Dandy" 

36 Gala event 

37 Sikorsky and 
Stravinsky 

38 Mary biblically 

42 Spoken 

43 Gutter holder 

44 Sault — Marie 

45 Slowly to a 
musician 

46 Combo 

47 Fair grades 

48 About 

50 Somewhat: 
suff. 

52 Mary to 
Cohan 

58 Submarine 
shop 

50 Verge 

80 Hit the- deck 

62 Vicinity 

63 — breve 

84 Sheriffs men 

85 Coward 

86 Remain fresh 

67 Scornful 

expression 





DOWN 

1 Rds. 

2 Baghdad's 
land 

3 Oner 

4 St Francis' 
town 


5 Correction 

6 Secular 

7 A Guthrie 

8 Virtuous • 

people 

9 Ust of 
candidates 

10 Velvety plant 

11 Maintain 

12 Feel sorry for 

13 Commercial^ 

21 Expectant 

22 Change the fit 

25 Agave fiber 

26 Zola 

27 James or 
Jackie 

29 From — Z 

30 Submit 
32 — coda 

a™ 

38 Feit hat 

39 Of Instruction 

40 Chou En — 

41 Shun 

48 Baby's walk 


Yesterday's Panto Sahad: 


UUfJU UULUSli UUL1U 
iJUULJ 

uuuuaj uuuu □□□ 

UQLIU LiULJUfj 

aijcian uuTvyi 

UUU UUUL1LJ 

unuo uuhuqoql] 

LIUUUU OLiUEJU uuy 

UOQEJU ULJQy 

R!4° U SM D □□Liujtj 
UUUU QQLLJH{j(jt|uo 
«pua uubli a aagu 

QUUU LUJULiLj LIJUU 


47 Styx fenyman 
49 Weasel 
51 Fasteners 
62 Flying prefix 
53 Kind of dub 

» Make eyes at 


55 Kind of year 
58 — en scene 
57 Abstract being 
68 Rather 
61 Always to 
poets 


y 








JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1991 7 




' «*atu 


^;. ra :os 




B y HtSTTil 


•C^IAME 

: r>V SS JB 





J- - *r ^ 

»■ ■»' « l- 

s** 


European 
Parliament 
releases 
$lb food aid 
to Soviets 

STRASBOURG, France (AP) — 
The European Parliament Friday 
released more 'than $1 billion in 
food aid to Soviet Union. 

Jbe European Community’s 
518-seat assembly had suspended 
tbe aid package — worth 750 
mUicni European Currency Un- 
ites — last month because of 
alarm about the Soviet crack- 
down in the Baltic republics and 
problems finding money in the 
£C budget. 

fa a measure passed in a hand 
vote, the parliament urged the 
EC executive commission to en- 
sure the food aid winds up in the 
hands of tbe people who need it 
most. 

It added the aid was not for the 
Moscow government but “the in- 
habitants of the USSR.” 

EC officials have worried the 
central Soviet government ’might 
keep the aid away from parts of 
tbe population trying to secede 
from the country. 

Tbe parliament also approved 
S511 million - in EC aid for 
Czechoslovakia and $137 millio n 
, for Romania and Bulgaria. 

1 Daring a debate Tuesday, par- 
liament members repeated their 
condemnation of the Soviet 
crackdown in the Baltics but said 
it was wrong too use food aid as a 
political tool. 

Leaders of the 12 EC nations 
approved the Soviet food prog- 
ramme in December, but foe' aid 
was suspended after Soviet troops 
kffled 18 pro-secession demon- 
strators in separate dashes in 
Riga, Latvia, and Vilnius, 
Lithuania. • • 

The European Community had 
also pledged SO bflfion over 
three years for African develop- 
ment projects implemented by 
tbe World Banfc._ 

The grant -—worth 1 billion 
European Currency Units — will 
be used t$ promote economic 
reform atfi improve health and 
education^ 21 impoverished 
African countries, 
Sair£-C. development Comnwrv, 
wooer Manuel Marin. 

. The EGgjs the. largest contribu- 
tor to the World Bank’s $15 
Whon special programme of 
| assistance for Africa. The 12- 
Bation trade bloc gave $800 mil- 
Soa-to the programme’s first 
phase in 1988-1990. 


AMMAN 


EXCHANGE 


Safchby, February 23, 1991 
Central w««ir nWMal rates 


U-S. doBar 
Staling 
DandKmirk 
Swi* franc 
Reach franc 
■Npww* yen (for lutl) 
Weil goflder 
J* 6 4ah crown 
kfen Era (for 100) 
Mgiaa'franc (for 10 ) 


Soviet prime minister to crack 
down on crooked rouble dealers 


MOSCOW (R) — Prime Minister 
Valentin Pavlov vowed Friday to 
crack down on crooked currency 
dealers, whom he accuses of plot- 
ting to wreck the Soviet economy 
and overthrow President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

“Recently we have seen the 
emergence of certain groups re- 
sembling tbe Colombian mafia, 
especially in the black market 
exchange of the rouble a gain ^ 
foe dollar,” he told a news con- 
ference. 

The recently appointed pre- 
mier astounded Western bankers 
and businessmen earlier this 
month with allegations that they 
are involved in a conspiracy to 
flood the country with billions of 
roublese wind) bad been smug- 
gled abroad. 

“We are quite alarmed about 
this... we will put a stop to such 
things and I believe our foreign 
business partners should help us 
in this affair instead of criticising 
ns,” Pavlov said, without disclos- 
ing what measures would be 
taken. 

Swiss, Austrian, Canadian and 
other banks implicated by tbe 
prime minister said they knew of 
no such plot and doubted if there 
were enough roubles held abroad 
to influence the Soviet economy. 

The rouble is a non-convertible 
currency and exports are illegal, 
but Pavlov said moves were afoot 
to exchange vast sums for dollars 
ou the black market. The roubles 
would then be fed back into foe 
Soviet economy, sparking hyper- 
inflation. 

He said be had documents pro- 
ving the existence of plans to 
exchange hundreds of billions of 
roubles.” 


“When these exchanges in- 
volved (private) cash exchanges 
only, they could be controlled in 
one way or another. But when 
banks became involved, it con- 
siderably increased the danger,” 
he said. 

Pavlov produced documents on 
two separate deals said to involve 
Geneva and London-based 
banks. He added that he had no 
grounds for making claims 
against the banks and foe docu- 
ments could be tbe work of 
“swindlers. ’’ 

“The point is that a Soviet 
bank is conducting official corres- 
pondence regarding sales of a 
certain amount of roubles to a 
foreign bank,” be said in refer- 
ence to an alleged proposal by tbe 
private Moscow commercial 
bank. 

Pavlov said be was pleased that 
Western banks had denied parti- 
cipating in such transactions. 

“I regret very mnefa that my 
interview was interpreted as an 
attack on Western businesses. I 
did not intend to make any 
attacks on Western business- 
men... we stand for cooperation 
with Western business,” he said. 

Pavlov, a conservative refor- 
mei who was previously finance 
minister, suggested that the gov- 
ernment would act soon to re- 
patriate Soviet bard currency re- 
serves held abroad. 

“When exporters sell goods 
abroad and leave their money 
abroad this does not help us,” he 
said. “We believe our exporters 
should bring back their hard cur- 
rency income and place it in 
Soviet banks.” 

Pavlov also said there would be 
changes in tbe structure of foe 


Soviet economy under planned 
reforms, reducing the role of foe 
centra] planning organisation 
Gosplan and ministries responsi- 
ble for industrial production. 

“We are trying to create a 
system whereby enterprises can 
be sure that no one will interfere 
in their business activities,” he 
added. 

Earlier, Pavlov warned that 
opposition by some Soviet repub- 
lics to the formation of Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s new cabinet could 
plunge foe economy into deeper 
crisis. 

Pavlov announced that a new 
government structure would be 
created to determine economic 
policy and map out the transition 
of a market economy. 

Three Soviet republics, 
Ukraine, Byelorussia and foe 
Russian Federation, say there is 
no need to form the new cabinet 
before a new treaty is drawn up 
determining foe degree of auton- 
omy offered to foe republics. 

“This is an unprofessional 
approach. It is an artificial delay, 
which win only deepen foe crisis 
in foe economy,” Pavlov tgld 
parliament. 

The cabinet, directly subordin- 
ate to Gorbachev, will have 55 
members, compared with 68 pre- 
viously, he added. Pavlov will 
head the new economic body, the 
State Council on Economic Re- 
form. 

The tone of Pavlov’s remarks 
suggested he would press ahead 
in a bid to secure parliam entary 
support for forming foe cabinet. 
The post finance minister, 
formerly occupied by Pavlov, has 
been vacant since last mouth. 

Confrontation between the 


German coalition said still trying 
to work out big tax increase 


BONN (Rj — Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl's coalition parties want 
to raise taxes by at least 22 billion 
marks (almost $15 billion), but 
have so far failed to agree on a 
detailed package, coalition 
sources said Friday. 

Christian Democrat, Christian 
Social Union and . Free Democrat 
leaden, including Kohl, agreed in 
principle Tbursday to raise taxes 
on insurance and ml products, 
including petrol. 

The agreement came during 
t alks aimed at deciding how to 
pay for German unification, the 
country's contribution to the 


allied Gulf war effort and aid to 
Eastern Europe. 

Sources said the coalition par- 
ties were considering raising taxes 
on petrol by 25 pfennings (17 
cents) ate 

A 25 pfennig rise in petrol 
taxes would bring additional in- 
come of about 15 billion marks 
($10 billion), foe sources said: 
The parties also planned to in- 
crease taxes on beating oil and 
diesel, but details were not avail- 
able. 

Government sources have said 
Waigel was considering propos- 


ing raising the petrol tax by at 
least 20 pfennigs- 

Details of foe rise m insurance 
taxes were not available. Insur- 
ance taxes brought federal re- 
venue of about 4.5 billion marks 
($3 billion) last year. 

Coalition sources said a Christ- 
ian Democrat proposal to tack a 
five 1 per cent surcharge on income 
tax for one year met opposition 
from foe Free Democrats. 

The Free Democrats say higher 
income taxes would squelch 
already sluggish investment in 
former East Germany. 


Hie sources said foe coalition 
was also looking for new ways to 
reduce federal subsidies. 

Economics Minister Juergen 
Moeflemann has told German 
television the coalition parties 
were in agreement that there 
should be no increase in foe 
government’s borrowing. 

• The 1991 budget calls for feder- 
al tax revenues of 293.85 billion 
marks ($197 billion) and a deficit 
of almost 70 billion marks ($47 
bfltion). 

The coalition talks were ex- 
pected to continue Monday. 1 


Japan completes 51 
months of growth 


Iran, Greece agree 
to study gas pipeline 


TOKYO (R) — Japan completed 
51 months of economic expansion 
in February and is still going 
strong, an Economic Planning 
Agency (EPA) official said Fri- 
day. 

' This is the second longest 
period of growth after the 57 
months of expansion from 
November 1965 to July 1970. 

The official, briefing reporters 
on the agency’s monthly report to 
economic ministers, said domes- 
tic demand showed a continuous 
firm trend, with good personal 


consumption and capital expendi- 
ture. 

The business outlook was 
generally positive, the EPA re- 
port said, adding that industrial 
production and corporate earn- 
ings are rising. 

flouring starts have edged 
down but are still high. 

Wholesale prices have showed 
only moderate movement recent- 
ly. Consumer prices of fresh food 
rose but underlying price stability 
was not endangered, it said. 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran and 
Greece have agreed to cooperate 
in oil and' other industries and 
study tbe idea of an Iranian gas 
pipeline passing through Greece. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said a letter of understand- 
ing was signed in Tehran by Iran's 
Mines and Metals Minister 
Mohammad Hossein Mahloujchi 
and foe Greek minister of indus- 
try, energy and technology, Stav- 
ros Dimas. 

The agreement said a decision 
on the pipeline would be made 
during a future visit to Athens by 


an Iranian deputy oil minister, 
IRNA said. 

Iran, which has the world’s 
biggest natural gas reserves after 
the Soviet Union, has been study- 
ing gas pipeline projects via Tur- 
key to Europe for several years. 

Finance Minister Mohsen 
Nourbakhsh said this month that 
Iran was involved in two sets of 
negotiations on the plan — one 
with France and one with foe 
five-country group of Austria, 
Czechoslovakia, Italy, Romania 
and Yugoslavia. 


Turks want ‘sweet 
deals after the war* 


central government and the re- 
publics increased recently over 
foe issue of price reform, a key 
plank of moves to make Soviet 
industry more efficient. 

Russia opposes the prime 
minister's plan to raise prices by 
an average of 60 per cent because 
the Kremlin wants to control 
distribution of increased revenue 
resulting from foe measure. 

Russian leader Boris Yeltsin 
accused Gorbachev of deceiving 
the people with his economic 
reforms and demanded his im- 
mediate resignation. 

Tbe head of the Soviet State 
Pricing Committee, Vyacheslav 
Senchagov, said be was optimistic 
that price reform would go ahead 
despite Russian objections. 

“My forecast is positive. Price 
reform cannot be used as a trump 
card in a political game and foe 
attempts of some people to make 
it a trump card will end in fai- 
lure,” Senchagov told a news 
conference. 

“They are safeguarding their 
positions politically, but econo- 
mically they understand that 
without foe price reform, for 
example, light industry cannot 
develop,” he said. “It is suffocat- 
ing. Economic absurdity is com- 
ing.” 

Senchagov said"Tncreased re- 
venue from tiie first price rises 
would total 312 billion roubles 
($557 billion at the official rate). 
Compensation through increased 
wages, pensions and other allo- 
wances would cost 265 billion 
roubles ($473 billion). 

Tbe compensation will be dis- 
tributed among the 15 Soviet 
republics, be said. 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey hopes 
its anti-Iraq stand in the Gulf 
crisis will help Turkish contrac- 
tors win a share in rebuilding 
Kuwait without hurting their 
prospects in Iraq. 

Iraq owed Turkish contractors 
nearly $500 million when United 
Nations trade sanctions forced 
them to suspend work on projects 
ranging from dams and roads to 
mass housing. 

Now they are looking for new 
business in Iraq as well as 
Kuwait, where some expect to 
work alongside U.S. and British 
companies well-placed to pick up 
lucrative contracts in a recon- 
struction drive expected to cost 
S50 billion. 

“Without a partnership with 
U.S. or British firms it will be 
difficult to get sweet deals’ after 
the war,” Bulent Erdogan, fore- 
ign relations manager of Nurol 
construction firm, said. 

“In the past 10 to 15 years, 
foreign firms have taken the 
cream and left us with low-profit, 
long-term jobs in mass housing 
and infrastructure,” he told Reu- 
ters. 

“Now we want to take part in 
petrochemical and other high- 
profit industrial projects, which is 
why we want partnerships with 
American and British com- 


IMF board | 
approves 
$ 1.6b loan 
to Hungary 

BUDAPEST (R) — The Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
approved a three-year, $1.6 bO- 
iion loan to help Hungary in its 
transition to a market economy, £. 
central bank official has said. 

Akos Cseres, senior deputy 
general manager at the National 
Bank of Hungary, said the IMF 
board approved the stand-by 
arrangement at its meeting in 
Washington. 

Around $660 million will be 
available this year if Hungary, 
meets agreed financial targets. 

Hungarian officials bad consi- 
dered approval of the loan a 
formality but were still relieved. 

Weighed down by Eastern 
Europe’s highest per capita fore- 
ign debt, Hungary needed a new 
deal with tbe IMF not only to 
keep it in funds dining what could 
be a serious credit crunch but also 
to convince other lenders to keep 
lending, bankers said. 

The stand-by arrangement 
does not include around $500 
million which the IMF promised 
Hungary in January to help fi- 
nance oO imports. 

To qualify for foe loan pack- 
age, Hungary agreed to hold its 
budget deficit this year at 78 
billiou forint ($1.13 billion) and 
to limit its current account balance 
of payments deficit to $1.2 bil- 
lion. 

A concerted export drive, 
booming tourism and a crack- 
down on imports helped the cur- 
rent account into a surplus of 
about $100 million last year. It 
was a dramatic improvement 
from a $1.44 billion deficit in 
1989. 
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WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Transportation Secretary Samuel 
Skinner appeared to rule out a 
bailout for the beleaguered 
American airline industry, de- 
spite pressure from Congress and 
the industry. 

Skinner told reporters after tes- 
tifying at a Senate Commerce 
Committee hearing that the 
administration of President 
George Bush opposed a plan 
floated by some carriers to let 
them retain for their own use, 
perhaps for a year, a federal 10 
per cent ticket tax. 

“That is not being looked at,” 
Skinner said. 

U-S. airline companies are be- 
set by buge debts, fallout from 
foe Gulf war and foe U.S. econo- 
mic recession. Several carriers 
are in or near bankruptcy. 

Bat Skinner said he was confi- 
dent that “consolidation is no 
grounds for panic” and that the 
industry would remain competi- 
tive despite the failure of some 
carriers. 


Skinner suggested in his testi- 
mony that it might be a good time 
for Congress to consider changing 
legislation that bars a foreign 
airline from owning more than 25 
per cent of a U.S. airline com- 
pany’s voting stock. 

Last month, Skinner moved to 
allow foreign airlines to own np 
to 49 per cent of non-voting 
stock. 

In his testimony, he skirted 
what position foe administration 
might take on legislation to open 
up airline investment from over- 
seas. He has pressed for what he 
called a globalisation of the air- 
line marketplace. 

But the comittee was told a 
relaxation of ownership rules 
would do little to help deal with 
the current crisis. 

“Quite frankly, even unres- 
tricted foreign investment in U.S. 
carriers would do little to solve 
the industry’s capital problem,” 
Northwest Airlines co-chairman 
Alfred Checchi told tbe commit- 
tee. 


parties,’ ’ Erdogan said. 

Officials say the government 
will focus its efforts on a Middle 
East development bank proposed 
by U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker to finance reconstruction 
after the war. 

“We strongly support the 
establishment of this bank,” 
Mahfi Egilmez, deputy under- 
secretary at the treasury, told 
Reuters. “Our government will 
take an active role in its activities, 
including projects for our con- 
tractors in Iraq and Kuwait." 

Not much flesh has appeared 
on the bone of Baker’s idea, but 
Turkish bankers and officials said 
it could be designed to channel 
funds from Saudi Arabia and 
other wealthy Gulf states into a 
rebuilding effort strongly influ- 
enced by Washington. 

Egilmez said the United States 
might push for Cairo to be the 
headquarters of foe bank. Turkey 
itself, seeking to be a full member 
of foe European Community, was 
not a candidate. 

“We would be seen as a Middle 
Eastern country, which we don’t 
like. We want to be seen as a 
European country,” he said. 

‘Turkey has a position of 
advantage in post-war projects as 
it already has a reputation in the 
Gulf countries,” he pointed out. 


Kadir Seven, head of foe Tur- 
kish Contractors Association, 
said Turkish contractors would 
do best to combine with Western 
firms and could, work through the 
planned development bank. 

Toppled Kuwaiti government 
officials planning reconstruction 
from a temporary headquarters in 
Washington are looking favour- 
ably on Turkey, Kuwait* s ambas- 
sador to Ankara said. 

“They consider Turkey as one 
of the friendly countries that 
stood with Kuwait and could 
share in reconstruction,” the en- 
voy Faisal Al-Rifa’i, told Reuters 
this week. 

Turkey enforced U.N. sanc- 
tions after Baghdad’s invasion of 
Kuwait, cutting twin Iraqi oil 
export pipelines and halting trade 
with Iraq, then its second biggest 
trading partner and supplier of 60 
per cent of its crude oil needs. 

Ankara tied down eight Iraqi 
divisions by reinforcing its troops 
on the southeast border and 
allowed the U.S. air force to use 
the southern Inrirlik base from 
foe second day of the war. 

Gunes Taner, state minister for 
the economy, estimated this week 
that Turkey had suffered Gulf- 
related losses of $4.7 billion in 
1990 and could lose another S4 
billion this year. 


Algeria draws large 
foreign investments 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria, deter- 
mined to pursue an ambitious 
'foreign investment programme 
despite the Gulf war, has 
approved eight new joint ven- 
tures with foreign firms including 
a $3.5 billion petrochemical com- 
plex. 

- A central bank statement said 
Zjrich-bas^d A .SEA 9 row* 
Raven had teamed up with a 
private Algerian partner to build 
a petrochemical complex produc- 
ing 1.6 million tonnes of metha- 
nol and 100,000 tonnes of ammo- 
nia and urea annually. 

Tbe project is the largest yet 
approved by the bank’s council 
on money and credit under a 1990 
law that gave foreign investors 
unprecedented incentives. 

Foreign investment and other 
steps toward a free market are 
key to Algeria’s plans for econo- 
mic recovery after two decades of 
socialist central planning. Offi- 
cials insist reforms will not be 
slowed by the Gulf war. 

The central bank, whose state- 
ment was carried by the Alge- 
rian news agency APS, said it had 
also approved a flat glass factory 
held jointly by Algerian state 
firms and banks and multination- 


al corporations from the United 
States, the Netherlands and Ger- 
many. 

The $250 million venture, dub- 
bed Technover Algerie, will be 
designed to produce 140,000 ton- 
nes appear. 

Italy's Pentaderm got the go- 
ahead for a pharmaceutical plant 
••i : { -Ate Algerian partner. 

The state electronics firm 
Enapem plans to assemble micro- 
computers with .Samsung of 
South Korea, home appliances 
with Moulinex of France and 
televisions, washing machines 
and refrigerators with Ram Dis 
Ticaret of Turkey. 

Under the new laws, foreign 
firms that invest in production 
plants can also sell directly to the 
Algerian market. 

The central bank had previous^ 
ly approved 20 applications for 
'direct investment and sales net- 
works by foreign and Algerian 
firms. About 700 other requests 
are pending. 

Last "Wednesday a commerce 
ministry decree allowed tbe crea- 
tion of import-export firms that 
can compete -with former state 
trading monopolies. 


Britain names price tag 
for state electricity 
generation companies 


LONDON (R) — Britain Friday 
put the finishing touches to one of 
its most troubled privatisations, 
naming a price tag of £2. 16 billion 
($4.23 billion) for the sale of 
shares in two state electricity 
generation companies. 

Energy Secretary John Wake- 
ham told a news conference foe 
two groups. National Power PLC 
and Powergen PLC, would be 
offered for sale to foe public at 
£1.75 ($3.43) per share. 

At that price the companies 
were offering a dividend yield of 
about 6.3 per cent, compared 
with an average 8.4 per cent for 
foe 12 regional electricity dis- 
tribution companies in England 
and Wales which were sold last 
Decamber. 

This gives National Power mar- 
ket capitalisation of £2.23 billion 
(54.37 billion) and Powergen 
£1.37 billion ($2.68 billion). 

Wakeham said: ‘Today marks 
foe culmination of foe privatisa- 
tion of the electricity supply in- 
dustry in England and Wales. 
Last year we successfully priva- 
tised the 12 regional electricity 
companies in what was un- 
doubtedly one of foe most suc- 
cessful privatisations this govern- 
ment has undertaken.” 

Critics said foe regional dis- 
tribution companies were sold 
too cheaply, and the shares were 
greately over-subscribed. 

This time the terms for the 
power companies look staffer and 

the analysts believe foe govern- 
ment is aiming more at large 
institutional investors rather than 


the general public. 

Privatisation of foe industry — 
one of a series of sales of state 
enterprises by the Conservative 
government since 1979 — had a 
troubled beginning. 

Tbe nuclear industry had to be 
dropped from the equation at an 
early stage when the costs of 
scrapping old plant were realised 
and last year there was an abor- 
tive attempt to sell Powergen to 
British industrial conglomerate 
Hanson PLC. 

A total of Z.23 billion shares 
are being offered for sale in both 
National Power and Powergen 
which represents about 60. per 
cent of the share capital of both 
of foe companies. 

Wakeham said: “The total 
value of the 100 per cent of the 
capital of National Power and 
Powergen at the offer price., is 
some £3.6 billion ($7 billion) in 
aggregate.” 

If foe debt the state owns in the 
two fiims — ; £768 million ($1.5 
billion) — is included, the value 
to the state from privatisation 
would amount in aggregate to 
more than £43 billion ($8.42 
billion) at the offer price. 

Payment for foe shares will 
be in two instalments, the first of 
£1 ($1.95) on application by 
March 6, and foe second next 
Feb. 4. The minimum application 
is 300 shares. 

The government intends to sell 
foe balance of the shares but has 
said it would not do so before 
April 1, 1993. 
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Thai Armed Forces overthrow 
premier, impose martial law 


BANGKOK (R) — The Thai 
Armed Forces seized power from 
civilian Prime Minister Chatichai 
Choonhavan Saturday, accusing 
him of tolerating a corruption- 
riddled government, and imposed 
martial law. 

Chatichai was arrested by air 
force officers at Bangkok's air- 
port as he was due to board a n 
aircraft for the northern city of 
Chiang Mai, an air force official 
said. 

Heavilv-armed soldiers backed 
by armoured cars wok over gov- 
ernment house, the state-run 
Radio Thailand building and gov- 
ernment television stations Satur- 
day morning- 

'Announcing martial law, and 
army spokesman said the edict 
would be enforced nationwide. 
Supreme Commander General 
Sunthom Kongsompong would 
assume the responsibilites of 
caretaker prime minister, a milit- 
ary spokesman said. 

.There was apparently no resist- 
ance from Chatichai loyalists to 
the armed forces' move which was the 
16th coup or attempted putsch 
since absolute monarchy was abo- 
lished in 1932. 

'The National Peacekeeping 
Command made up of the com- 
manders of the army, navy and 


air force and the national police 
chief has taken over power of. 
national administration as of 
11.30 of Feb. 23, 1991. The com- 
mand has full control of the situa- 
tion,*' Sunthom said in a state- 
ment read over army-run Chan- 
nel Five television. 

He was flanked by army 
Commander-In-Chief General 
Suchinda Kraprayoon and the 
heads of the navy, air force and 
police. 

■ A military spokesman, in a 
later broadcast, listed a litany of 
complaints against Chatichai. 

“Members of this government 
have taken advantage of their 
position to build personal for- 
tunes for themselves and their 
associates in a manner that is 
unprecedented." he said. 

Chatichai had turned a blind 
eye to abuses, he charged. He 
cited cases of politicians haggling 
to win contracts for big public 
projects. 

Political appointees had forced 
out professional civil servants, 
turning Thailand into a “par- 
liamentary dictatorship," he said. 

This was apparently a refer- 
ence to Chatichai’s son and advi- 
sor, Kraisak Choonhavan. and 
his backers who have pursued 
foreign policy initiatives that run 


counter to military thinking, 
especially on the war in neigh- 
bouring Cambodia. 

The aimed forces also be- 
lieved the government was trying 
to distort the investigation into a 
1982 plot to assassinate the then 
prime minister, a member of the 
royal family and other national 
figures. 

Leaflets have circulated in 
Bangkok accusing Kraisak and a 
controversial military aide to 
Chatichai, Major -General Ma- 
noon Roopchakhron, of master- 
minding the plot. 

Chatichai. a 68-year-old former 
cavalry general, became Thai- 
land’s first democratically-elected 

leader for more than a decade in 
1988 and has led the country 
through an economic boom that 
has thrust it to the forefront of 
developing Asian countries. 

But bis relationship with the 
military has been rocky. In re- 
sponse to the generals' allega- 
tions of greedy and incompetent 
politicians, civilians have said the 
aimd forces were trying to hang 
on to their role as power brokers 
out of self-interest. 

Chatichai resigned briefly in 
December and dropped con- 
troversial members of his cabinet 
a bid to dear the air. 


in 


But the dispute flared again 
when the investigation into the 
assassination plot was revived. 

Chatichai viewed this as an 
attempt to embarrass his govern- 
ment. But his manoeuvre 
Wednesday of appointing ex- 
array chief General Arthit 
Kamlang-Ek — a rival of the pre- 
sent military hierarchy — was 
apparently the last straw for the 
generals. 

Soldiers in blue scarves took 
over Radio Thailand. Channel 
Nine and other government tele- 
vision stations, setting up 
machinegun posts at the gates. 

Channel Nine went off the air 
mid-way through a Kung Fu film. 

A colun of 10 tanks rolled from 
the northern outskirts towards 
the dry centre, Reuters reporter 
Sutin Wannabovom said from the 
scene. 

Many analysts and diplomats 
had believed the army had 
accepted that coups were out- 
dated. 

Thailand's boom depends 
heavily on foreign investment and 
the millions of foreign tourists 
who flock to its bars and beaches. 
The tourist industry is already 
suffering because of the Gulf war. 

“I really didn't think a coup 
would happen again ,** said one 
Western diplomat. 


Soviet army ‘has no plans for coup’ 


MOSCOW (API — A top gener- 
al used the formal Army Day 
address at a Kremlin gala to say 
the military has no plans to over- 
throw the government. 

‘The representatives of the 
armed forces do not strive for 
power." said Gen. Konstantin 
Kochetov . first deputy minister of 
c.-jencc. ‘They are not preparing 
a military coup." 

A select audience cf .J.’.iat 
including President 
“ «i rr «'rbJvhev, ‘ 
-peech at the Palace v.i 
*re$ses. 

Kochetov did net mention 
Gorbachev by name in his 
speech, which repeatedly pledged 


allegiance to the constitution and 
socialism. But he denounced a 
statement made Tuesday by Rus- 
sian Republic President Boris 
Yeltsin calling for Gorbachev's 
resignation. 


odds with the republic leaders, 
who are demanding more author- 
ity and. in some cases, outright 
independence. He did not speak 
during the Army Day ceremony 
nor did he mingle with the crowd. 


“The army and the navy reject 
the ambitious statement of Boris 
Yeltsin, his line of opposition and 
deepening of the split in our 
society," Kochetov said. 


Yeltsin 

■ ,ili ... I 


suggested 

- •< f . «. . ’ 


that Gor- 
5 v f v* £■- 
Federation Council, which in- 
cludes the presidents of all IS 
Soviet republics, indudig Yeltsin 
himself. 

Gorbachev has often been at 


Some observers have accused 
Gorbachev of succumbing to a 
creeping coup, agreeing to the 
demands of old-style Communists 
and the military' in order to retain 
power. 


But extreme hardliners vant 
Gorbachev's job. A group calling 
itself the National Salvation 
Committee is lobbying legislators 
to dump Gorbachev and hand 
over power to them. 


3 killed in Spain after 
faulty radiation treatment 


MADRID (AP) — A Spanish 
health official has said he feared 
the worst for 24 cancer patients 
who received high doses of radia- 
tion when a Zaragoza hospital’s 
linear accelerator went haywire 
for 10 days. Three other patients 
have already died. 

A judge in the northeastern 
city of Zaragoza is investigating 
what the director of the Insalud 
chain of state-run hospitals called 
"the worst accident in the world” 
of its type. 

“We fear the worst for some of 
the patients" Insalud spokesman 
Fernando Gomez said. “We are 
seeking information worldwide to 
find someone who has experience 
dealing with this kind of situa- 
tion.” 

It was unclear whether human 
error was involved in the acci- 
dent. The General Electric 
Linear Accelerator incorporates 


several backup safety measures. 

Phyllis Piano, spokeswoman 
for GE Medical Systems in Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, said the com- 
pany is working with authorities 
in Spain to determine the cause of 
the accident. 


Officials from GE’s European 
headquarters, based in Paris, are 
working on the investigation, she 
said. 

Hospital officials said the 
accelerator was now functioning 
normally. 


The Zaragoza corner listed 
cause of deaths as respiratory 


arrest due to inflammation of the 
spinal cord caused by excessive 
radiation. 

Neither health nor hospital 
officials know how much radia- 
tion the victims were exposed to 
or how much they should have 
been receiving. 


Taiwan announces proposals 
for reunification with China 


TAIPEI (AP) — A top govern- 
ment advisory group proposed 
Saturday that Taiwan and Peking 
recognise each other as political 
entities and renounce hostility as 
an initial step toward the reuni- 
fication of China. 

In a meeting chaired by Presi- 
dent Lee Teng-Hui. the National 
Unification Council also prop- 
osed that top officials from 
Taiwan and China exchange visits 
while authorities from both bides 
jointly develop the southeastern 
Chinese coast to pave the way for 
future talks on unification. 

The 31-member council, estab- 
lished last year, consists of gov- 
ernment leaders, lawmakers and 
scholars. Saturday’s proposals on 
reunification were the most 
sweeping it has announced. 

"Chinese unification should be 
accomplished in stages under the 
principles of reasonable, peace- 
ful, equal and reciprocal mea- 
sures,'* the council said in propos- 
als passed Saturday. 

President Lee is expected to 
formally announce the package 
later this month after making 
some revisions, officials said. 

The ruling Nationalist govern- 
ment fled to Taiwan in 1949 after 
losing a civil war to the Commun- 
ists on the mainland. Both Taipei 
and Peking still claim to be the 
legitimate rulers of ail China. 

Relations between Taiwan and 
China have improved significant- 
ly since 1987, when Taiwan re- 
laxed a ban on contacts between 
Taiwanese and Chinese. 

Taiwan’s indirect trade with 
China through Hong Kong 
reached a record S4.4 billion last 


year, an increase of 16 per cent 
from 1989. 

Critics said the council’s prop- 
osal was high on symbolism as 
Lee has already pledged to end in 
May the official state of war 
against the Communists. 

Peking has not ruled out using 
military force to retake control of 
Taiwan, which it considers a re- 
negade province. 

“The government has mapped 
out plans for unification and ex- 
pects a goodwill response from 
mainland China," said Lu Ya-Li, 
a political science professor at 
National Taiwan University. 

Under the council's guidelines, 
Taiwan would seek unification on 
three levels. In the beginning, it 
said both Taiwan and China 
should ease restrictions and 
promote further contacts and 
mutual understanding while Chi- 
na is encouraged to expedite eco- 
nomic reforms. 


In the second phase, both sides 
should set up bilateral govern- 
ment channels and open direct 
trade, mail and transportation 
links. 

In the final stage, an institution 
should be formed for talks on a 
democratic and united China, the 
council said. 

When the council was formed 
in October, Taiwan’s largest 
opposition party, the Democratic 
Progressive Party, passed a re- 
solution renouncing the country’s ’ 
claim over mainland China. 

Advocating an independent 
Taiwan is viewed as a seditious 
act by the Nationalist govern- 
ment. 


Communism 
is dead — 
Former 
E. German 
ideologist 


BERLIN (R) — The chief 
ideologist of fanner East' Ger- 
many said in an interview pub- 
lished Saturday that communism 
was dead and he was ashamed be 
had helped keep it alive so long. 

Otto' Reinhold fold the Berlin 
newspaper Der Morgen he real- 
ised as early as the second half of 
the 1980s that die restrictive, 
centrally-planned East German 
system could not survive. 

"The system, and this is now 
my firm conviction, could not be 
reformed,” he said in his first 
interview since the 1989 democra- 
tic uprising that ousted the Com- 
munist old guard and paved the 
way for German ratification just a 
year later. 

“Socialism is finished for 
good,” he said. "It wffl never 
crop up again in industrialised 
countries.” 

Reinbold, 65, was East Ger- 
many’s chief ideologist for more 
than two decades and also headed 
the Communist Party’s Social Sci- 
ences Academy. 

In August 1989, as East Ger- 
many began to unravel until a 
mass exodus of people, Reinbold 
gave the dearest indication that 
the country would not. or could 
not, radically change course and 
remain in being. 

“What right to exist would a 
capitalist East Germany have 
next to a capitalist West Ger- 
many?" he asked in a radio inter- 
view. “None, of course." 

Proved right on that score. 
Reinhold has bad more than a 
year to mull over his role in the 
now-defunct state. 

Tm really ashamed of some of 
the things I put down tm paper," 
said Reinhold, whose staunchly 
orthodox articles in the party’s 
theoretical journals were re- 
quired reading for party members 
mid foreign analysts alike. 

"We were all aware something 
had to change. But my big mis- 
take was to believe this could 
happen under the SED (Com- 
munist party).” be said. 

Reinhold, now retired, said his 
insti tut e had in fact prepared 
various reform strategies. But all 
bad assumed the state and Com- 
munist monoploy of power would 
continue. 

He said then-party dnef Erich 
Honedcer had been the m*™ 
barrier to change, locked in a 
1930s timewarp where cheap 
-bread, accommodation and a job 
were the most important values. 


Cholera 
hits hard 
where Peru’s 
epidemic 
broke out 


CHANCAY. Peru (R) — They 
start coming a few hours after 
lunch, vomiting had gripping 
their stomachs in pain as doctors 
frantically jab serum needles into 
their arms. 

E’.-rv day. 20 to 60 new victims 
of Peru's cholera epidemic stream 
into the hospital at Chancay, a 
seaside town where the bacterial 
disease appeared in Latin Amer- 
ica lasr moDth for the first time in 
nearly a century. 

The epidemic has since raged 
up and down Peru's Pacific coast, 
overwhelming the nation's health 
system and threatening the rest of 
Latin America. 

"At about four o’clock, they 
start arriving in big numbers. It’s 
the food they eat at lunch, it must 
be contaminated," said Gladys 
Pemberton, a doctor at the sole 
hospital in this town of 50,000 
people. 

Cholera victims, .pale-faced 
and some so dehydrated their rib 
cages stick through their skin, 
occupy all of the hospital's 33 
beds. More are waiting for treat- 
ment in the hall. 

The epidemic has struck 26,340 
people so far — about one in 
every 850 Peruvians — and killed 
134 of them' in only a month, the 
Health Ministry reported Friday. 

Though easily treated the dis- 
ease, spread by contaminated wa- 
ter or food, has killed some of its 
victims in only a few hours 
through a combination oT acute 
dehydration and kidney failure. 

The epidemic has turned Chan- 
cay, a sleepy fishing port 80 
kilometres north of Lima, into 
the front line of an interantional 
effort to study and combat the 
disease which, in its present form, 
broke out in Indonesia in 1961. 

“It’s taken 30 years for this 
pandemic to spread across Asia 
and Africa and finally reach Latin 
America. Now that it's implanted 
here, it’s here to stay," said 
epidemiologist Jean-Paul Boutin. 


Yugoslav 
leaders 
take steps 
to defuse 


crisis 


SARAJEVO, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— Leaders of Yugoslavia’s six 
republics closer to ending a feud 
between Communist-ruled Serbia 
and two republics threatening to 
declare full independence by 
summer. 

At a fifth round of talks on 
Yugoslavia's future Friday, the 
leaders agreed to keep the im- 
poverished federal government 
going while they search for a 
solution to a worsening, decade- 
long crisis. 

They also agreed to appoint 
experts who would examine the 
options for secession before a 
sixth round of regional leaders' 
t alks in Belgrade on March 1. 

The collective federal presiden- 
cy should then "propose the 
constitutional-legal procedure for 
separation from Yugoslavia" in a 
way acceptable to all its diverse, 
feuding regions, a statement on 
the Yugoslav news agency. Tan- 
jug, said. 

Regional and federal officials 
thus acknowledged for the first 
time the westernmost republics of 
Slovenia and Croatia could 
secede. 

Lawmakers in both non- 
Communist republics took con- 
crete steps toward independence 
this week, voting to give state 
laws precedence over federal leg- 
islation. 

Both passed resolutions forma- 
lising the process of secession, 
which they threaten to complete 
by July. 

Croatia's president Franjo 
Tudjman said the parties were 
able to clarify their differences 
during Friday’s talks. 

“At least all the cards are on 
the table." be told reporters upon 
return to Croatia's capital. Zag- 
reb. 


4 die in 

Tirana 

riots 


lbania 


Yugoslavia 




Lake 


VIENNA (AP) — Shots rang out 
Saturday at a military academy in 
the Albanian capital of Tirana, 
where four people died just hours 
earlier in a clash of refonnen and 
Communist conservatives, resi- 
dents said. 

The fetal shooting late Friday 
climaxed three days of unrest in 
Tirana, where anti-Communist 
demonstrators tore down a giant 
statue of Stalinist dictator Enver 
Hoxha and set fire to his portraits 
and books earlier this week. 

Tirana Radio, monitored by 
the British Broadcasting Corp. 
(BBC) in London, suggested the 
anti-Hoxha demonstrations had 
triggered a fierce reaction from 
pro-Hoxha forces and some army 
officers. 

An official journalist, who 
spoke on the telephone from 
Tirana, said he heard sporadic 
shooting at 9 a.m. (0800 GMT) 
from the academy, but there were 
no reports of new casualties. In 
Tirana, stores were open and 
work was normal, as tanks, police 
and troops guarded strategic 
points. 

The journalist, who spoke on 
condition of . anonymity, said 50 
people had been arrested in Fri- 
day's unrest, and the Interior 
Ministry was expected to issue a 
statement after interrogating' 
them. 

The explosion of anger on all 
sides indicated that violence lurks 
just beneath the surface as Alba- 
nia grapples with the cruel legacy 
of Hoxha, who ruled for 41 years. 

The television Friday showed 
scenes of thousands of pro-Hoxha 
demonstrators in three towns in 
southern Albania, the region 
where the late dictator was born. 

The radio also broadcast an 
appeal from Tirana army officers 
who appealed for calm and asked 
for a national referendum “to 
assess the figure of Enver 
Hoxha.” 
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The officers also demanded 
creation of a presidential council 
anH tight control of the media, 
•which in recent days had broad- 
cast d ramatic footage of Tirana’s 
anti-Hoxha demonstrations. 

Communist President Ramiz 
Alia, who has repeatedly 
appealed for calm, on Friday 
night named Fatos Nano, a Marx- 
ist economist in his 30s who has 
risen rapidly in recent months, as 
the new premier. 

Alia, who is respected even by 
some anti-Communists, said 
Wednesday be would take power 
in his own bands and name a new 
government and presidential 
council. 

Nano and seven non-govern- 
ment figures, including a military 
officer, a judge and some 
academics, were named to the 
new Presidential Council, which 
radio said has the power to act on 
urgent matters. 

Alia seemed to be trying to 
salvage national unity and to 
maintain his own power until the 
first free elections since Com- 
munists took power after World 
War n are held, on March 31. 

The council warned against 
further attacks on Hoxha, accord- 
ing to state radio. 

The destruction of Hoxha star' 
tues in Tirana and two other cities 
Wednesday had “major and 
shocking consequences for every 
Albanian patriot,” the council 
warned. 


Akfhito installs son as heir; 
radicals suspected of attacks 


TOKYO (AP) — Emperor Aki- 
hito’s eldest son donned the 
ancient court robes of his fore- 
fathers Saturday to accept a cere- 
monial sword and the official title 
of crown prince, heir to the 
world’s oldest hereditary throne. 

Crown Prince Naruhito, who 
also marked his 31st birthday 
Saturday, received the "Tsubo- 
mi-Kiri-No-Gyoken," or “jar- 
cutting sword," as pan of his 
day-long investiture, the first 
Japan has celebrated in 39 years. 

Radical leftists, meanwhile, 
were suspected of using the occa- 
sion to launch several homemade 
mortar shells at a U.S. military 
airfield- and a civil airport near 
Tokyo. 

Police said they also believe 
radicals set off a fire at the home 
of a Japanese military official. No 
injuries were reported, no one 
claimed responsibility, and dam- 
age was minor, police officials 
said. 

Ultra-leftist groups, who have 
long demanded the abolition of 
the monarchy, strongly oppose 
U.S. military activity in the Gulf 
and Japan's decision to earmark 
billions of dollars for the multina- 
tional forces arrayed against Iraq. 

No incidents were reported 
near the palace, and the rites 
began on schedule with Akihito 
bestowing the new title upon the 


prince, who wore a bright orange 
kimono with black cap and black 
lacquered dogs. 

Palace officials said 242 
Japanese dignitaries and foreign 
ambassadors attended the rife, 
held at the imperial palace’s Pine 
Hall, an austere chamber re- 
served for imperial ceremonies. 

Among the guests were Prime 
Minister Toshiki Kaifu, Empress 
Michiko, 11 members of the im- 
mediate imperial family, and 
U.S. Ambassador Michael Arma- 
cost. 


Before changing into a West- 
ern-style morning suit for another 
ceremony at the imperial palace 
in the afternoon, the prince 
offered prayers at a shrine to the • 
son goddess, from whom 
Japanese myth says the imperial 
line descended. 


eration within the g»mi» family, 
making it the world’s oldest here- 
ditary monarchy. 

Including the legendary rulers, 
when .Narphito -succeeds bis 
father he would become the 126th 
in that unbroken line. 

“I feel the great weight of duty 
as crown prince, and hope to with 
all my strength carry out my 
obligations,” the prince said dur- 
ing the afternoon rite.. 

. One obligation believed to be' 
foremost on the prince's list of 
priorities is finding a bride, a 
favourite topic with Japan’s gos- 
sipy women’s magazines and 
afternoon TV talk shows. 


According to a legend that 
schoolchildren were encouraged 
to accept as feet before the end of 
World War n in 1945, Japan’s 
first emperor. Jimmu, ascended 
the throne on Feb. 11. 660 B.C. 

Historians doubt whether Jfrn- 
and the next 13 monarchs 


mu 


even existed, and believe the 
monarchy actually began much 
later, in the 4th or 5th century. 

But since that time, the chry- 
santhemum throne has been pas- 
sed down from generation to gen- 


Because of the threat of radical 
activity, police said they mobil- 
ised 13,500 officers to guard 
• Saturday’s rites, none of which 
were open to the public. 

Ultra-leftists, led by the sever- 
al-thousand member Chukaku- 
Ha, or Middle Core Faction, 
claimed responsibility for scores 
'of mortar and arson attacks dur- 
ing the year of preparation for 
Akihito’s enthronement, which 
was completed last November. 

The radicals argue that Japan’s 
monarchy was used to justify 
Japan's militarist adventurism 
during World War H, and could 
be used to justify a similar re- 
militarisation if not abolished. 


Walesa repeats call for May elections 


WARSAW (AP) — President 
Lech Walesa urged parliament 
Friday to hold elections at the 
end of May, abandoning the idea 
of a so-called “political council" 
which he earlier advocated if 
elections needed to be pstponed. 

Walesa's letter to Sejm (parlia- 
ment) speaker Mikolaj Koza- 
kiewicz makes May parliamen- 
tary elections a virtual certainty, 
just days before Pope John Paul 
II begins his fourth visit to Po- 
land. 

The letter refers to early elec- 
tions as "a condition for stabilis- 
ing the political situation in our 
country.” Poland has been hit by 
a wave of strikes in protest 
against the so-called excessive 
wage tax and the drop in living 
standards caused by the radical 
austeritv plan started in January' 
1990. 

The present Sejm, where only 
one-third of the 460 members 
were freely elected in May 1989. 
is almost universally regarded as 
an obstacle to speedier reform 
because of its association with the 
former Communist government. 

Since his election in December, 
Walesa remained silent on the 
question of parliamentary elec- 
tions which he promised while 
campaigning would be held as 
quickly as possible. 


Last week, having completed 
consultations with political 
groups inside and outside parlia- 
ment, he first advocated the May 
election deadline. 

With parliamentary elections 
approaching, the Solidarity trade 
union turned into its attention to 
mapping strategy and choosing a 
chairman. 

The trade union was to open its 
third national congress . Satur- 
day. 

At least seven candidates are 
mentioned as possible successors 
to Lech Walesa, Solidarity chair- 
man for a decade, who resigned 
on Dec. 12 after becoming Po- 
land’s first freely elected presi- 
dent. 

“First of all, the congress is to 
give us a new chairman and be- 
sides it should give us an answer 
about the union’s parliamentary 
representation,” said Lech Kac- 
zynski, the acting chairman of 
Solidarity, and one of the main 
candidates for the top leadership. 

Kaczynski expects that the un- 
ion, after leading the nation's 
almost decade-long struggle 
against the previous Communist 
regime and an umbrella-like sup- 
port for the Solidarity-formed 
governments since the fail of 
1989. will become more of a real 
trade union, defending workers’ 


interests. 

About 500 delegates represent- 
ing 2.3 million Solidarity mem- 
bers are expected to debate for 
two days in the Olivia Sports 
Hall, with many divided about 
the union's future involvement in 
politics. 


Walesa is expected to watch 
the debate closely and address 
the congress Saturday, but he has 
refrained from extending his sup- 
port to any. of the candidates. 

After stepping down, Walesa 
suggested the union should be led 
by Bogdan Borusewicz, his dose 
assodate and head of Solidarity’s 
Gdansk chapter, whom Kaczyns- 
ki considers as his main rival. 

Prime Minister Jan Krzysztof 
Bielecki, who was invited to un- 
ionists the economic policy of his 
government after negotiations 
with Solidarity .on pay policy en- 
ded inconclusively Tuesday, is 
expected to speak Sunday. 

Kaczynski warned that econo- 
mic issues may dominate the de- 
bate, since a controversial excess ' 
wage tax employed by govern- 
ment as an anti-infiation mea- 
sure, has caused workers' dis- 
satisfaction throughout Poland. 

Solidarity, unlike the OP7.7. 
trade union federation, has 
shown a realistic a p pr oach to the 


tax, calling for slight adjustments 
in pay policy. 

The OPZZ, which was pre- 
viously allied to the former Com- 
munist authorities, has demanded 
that the tax be abolished, and has 
marshalled dozens of protests and 
now threatens a general strike 
sometime next month. 

Kaczynski, speaking in a tele- 
phone interview, said it would be 
hard to foresee the result of the 
economic discussion during con-’ 
grass, “But I believe in the dele- 
gates’ wisdom,” he said. 


At its 


previous congress u 
April, a poster featuring a red- 
and-wbite umbrella — Poland’s 

— symbolised 
Solidarity’s role of a nationwide 
alliance supporting the democra- 
tic pohticaL reforms and market- 
onented economic drive 

J 8 ®. tbe umbrella dis- 
appeared, and the nation’s soli- 
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07-year-old 
millionaire wants 
wife to have heirs, 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
87-year-old milli onaire says I 
advertising for a wife to give 
heirs to take over Ws ~ 
empire in South Africa. 
Johannesburg Star reported 
Hemring Van Aswegen wan 
find a woman — “she 
have to be a raving beauty” — 
produce two or three chfldrr__ 

He told the newspaper every 
his new wife brought into tfcgg - 
world would be pledged one mfl-vj° jjg- 
lion rand ($400,000) worth . of Jfr 
farmland, while daughters would 
receive half a million rand. ^j 
($200,000) in property. 

Aswegen said be lost his first wifo -v^ 
12 years ago and his son by that 
marriage died. Although he has 
grandchildren, they have not pro-' . '~!Y 
duced heirs. “My grandson - • 
Jonathan farms with me and lives] 
here on the farm. The problem 
be was married long ago, and 
there are still no children. What : 
mil happen if he never has a son ; ' 
— or any children at all? Who’- 
will inherit everything then?”.. ; . . 
Van Aswegen said. The mil- 
lionaire, who has a string of cattle 
farms along the border between 
the Orange Free State and Trans- 
vaal province, told the Star Joe ■-! 
bad advertised in a farming maga- . 
zine for a housekeeper so he.~ 
could check any woman thor- 
oughly before marrying. He had 
an avalanche of replies from 
would-be brides but most were 
divorcees, which goes against his 
religious beliefs. 


Sweden may force 
dads to stay home 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — If more 
fathers don’t start taking time off; 
work to be with their kids — and 
soon — the government may have 
•to consider force, according to a 
bill presented to parliament. 
Sweden's leave policy gives pa; 
rents of newborns 12 months paid 
time off work at 90 per cctfcof 
their salary, with an additional 
three months off at minimality. 
Up to now, parents have half the 
.poppa of how to tSncIc the time 
•between them: But most don’t 
•divvied it equally. The social 
-Democratic government says it’s 
not happy that only 46 per cent of 
'fathers use parental leave, com- 
pared with 97 per cent of 
mothers, ha the interest of sexual 
'equality, the government bill says 
"it wants to see up to two-thirds of 
fathers use the parental leave. 
The Swedish News Agency, TT, 
said that under foe terms of the 
bill, the government would rely 
on campaigns over the next two 
years to persuade fathers to stay 
home. After 1993, force can be 
applied, said the TT report. It 
said a system of quotas was 
among measures being discussed. 


Yoko unveils 
Lennon T-shirts 


NEW Y ORK (AP) — Four unre- 
leased John Lennon drawings are 
now on T-shirts which will be sold 
'to benefit tire philanthropy estab- 
lished by the slain singer- 
songwriter, Yoko Ono has 
announced. The shirts will be sold 
exclusively at Hard Rock Cafes 
around the world. The price of 
the new apparel was not im- 
mediately set. Ono said the funds 
■will go to the Spirit Foundation,;' 
which she established with her 
late husband. The foundation' 
donates money to a variety of 
causes. Profits from the recently 
released remake of “give peace a. 
chance" also went to the founda- 
tion. Lennon was fatally shot in 
front of bis New York City apart- 
ment in 1980. 


Dutch police find . 
6-month-old corpse 
in apartment 


AMSTRADAM, Netherlands' 
(AP) — Dutch police have found-, 
the six-month-old mummified' 
corpse of a solitary man whom- 
nobody missed because all of his 
bills were being paid on time,, 
police said. The body of the* 
51-year-old man was discovered 
'anud a pile of garbage in his. 
first-floor apartment in a high-rife - 
Amsterdam district, according to', 
police spokesman Gees Rameau. 
Evidence found in the apartment 
indicated the man must have died 
at least half a year ago, Rameau 
said.. Because the 1 man’s bank 


— - ■ j i ■» 

automatically paid his rent and 
utility bills, his absence wasn’t 


noticed by anyone except .fas’ 
neighbours, who assumed he had 
been hospitalised, Rameau said. 
The affair finally came to light, 
when a janitor mentioned; to 
police that he frequently removed 
large amounts of mail; the police, 
spokesman said. There was no 
in dica tion the man had become* 
vumm of a crime, he said. ' 
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